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JOSEPH  SMITH,  JR.,  has  been 
dead  for  over  112  years;  yet, 
he  still  speaks.  The  Prophet's 
writings,  organizational  directives 
and  revelations  are  as  a  voice  of 
comfort,  testimony,  admonition, 
guidance  and  warning  to  the  world. 

He  lived  as  a  man  of  God  and 
died  pure  and  holy.  The  Prophet 
sealed  his   testimony  with  his  blood. 

No  man  ever  suffered  greater 
persecution  from  nor  was  less  under- 
stood by  his  generation  than  our 
first  President  of  the  Church. 

It  is  fitting  that  during  the  birth 
month  of  the  Prophet,  we  consider 
and  remember  his  great  contribu- 
tions  to   mankind. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  Jr., 
was  born,  Dec.  23,   1805. 

Over  the  Prophet's  left  shoulder, 
we  can  see  the  temple  of  his  beloved 
city— Nauvoo,  the  beautiful.  His  face 
shows  strength  and  gentleness,  wis- 
dom and  piety.  He  was  a  complete 
man,  yet  a  servant  of  all. 

The  original  picture  is  the  work 
of  Fielding  K.  Smith.  It  is  used  by 
permission  of  the  Deseret  News  Pub- 
lishing Co.  and  Elder  Mark  E. 
Petersen  in  whose  office  the  picture 
now  hangs. 

-Boyd  O.  Hatch. 
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Moses,  as  Sun 
Prince  of  Egypt. 


You'll  Want  To  Resubscribe.' 

WE  want  to  tell  you  of  something  extra  special  coming 
in  the  February  and  ensuing  issues  of  The  Instructor. 
Cecil  B.  DeMille  in  February  will  release  nationally 
his  newest  motion  picture  production,  "The  Ten  Com- 
mandments." A  Utahn  —  and  a  prominent  LDS  artist, 
Arnold  Friberg  —  was  commissioned  to  do  paintings  which 
were  used  to  make  sets  and  costume  the  cast.  These 
masterful  paintings  depicting  the  life  of  Moses  will  appear 
in  full   color  in  The  Instructor  for   16   successive  issues. 

But  that  isn't  all!  A  series  of  articles  on  the  Ten 
Commandments  by  the  members  of  the  First  Council  of 
the  Seventy  and  Presiding  Bishopric  will  be  featured. 

We  wanted  to  tell  you  in  case  your  subscription  may 
be  expiring. 


Anil  ®n  fou.  ®ur 
OUiriatmas  !italj... 


fli  LMOST  two  thousand  years  ago  there  was 
A\  announced  in  a  most  unusual  manner  to 
a  few  men  tending  their  sheep  the  birth 
of  a  child. 

"And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round 
about  them:  and  they  were  sore  afraid. 

"And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not: 
for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great 
joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people. 

"For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of 
David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord." 
(Luke  2:9-11.) 

This  was  a  testimony  of  the  angel  to  the 
shepherds  watching  over  their  flocks  that  the 
child  they  would  find  in  a  manger  was  the  Lord. 

The  angel  had  already  told  Joseph  of  the 
singular  distinction  of  Mary  among  all  women 
in  these  words: 

"And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  thou 
shalt  call  his  name  Jesus:  for  he  shall  save  his 
people  from  their  sins."  (Matthew  1:21.) 

As  the  child  grew  into  manhood,  his  own 
kin,  John  the  Baptist,  knew  His  mission.  John's 
testimony  is  recorded  thus: 

".  .  .  John  seeth  Jesus  coming  unto  him,  and 
saith.  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world."  (John  1:29.) 

Since  His  baptism,  many  of  old,  who  lived 
with  Him  laboring  among  believers  and  doubters 
alike,  while  He  administered  to  the  hungry  and 
afflicted,  added  their  testimonies  that  He  was 
the  Son  of  God. 

The  glorious  vision  given  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  in  this  dispensation  ushering  in 
the  fullness  of  times  brings  strength  and  con- 
viction to  the  Godship  of  Ghrist. 


General  Treasurer 


General  Secretary 


"And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which 
have  been  given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony, 
last  of  all,  which  we  give  of  him:    That  he  lives! 

"For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right  hand  of 
God;  and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  record 
that  he  is  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father— 

"That  by  him,  and  through  him,  and  of  him, 
the  worlds  are  and  were  created,  and  the  in- 
habitants thereof  are  begotten  sons  and  daugh- 
ters unto  God."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  76: 
22-24.) 

The  most  valuable  possession  in  all  the 
world  is  to  have  a  testimony  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  At  this  Christmas  time 
we  would  like  to  wish  for  every  stake,  ward, 
mission  and  branch  officer  and  teacher  of  the 
Sunday  School  throughout  the  world  a  testimony 
of  the  divinity  of  the  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  What 
a  profound  influence  such  a  witness  for  Christ 
could  have  upon  those  we  hope  to  teach  the 
Gospel  of  our  Savior. 

The  testimony  of  a  devout  teacher  with  a 
life  of  Christian  conduct  as  a  background, 
brought  to  the  Sunday  School  class  offers  to 
mankind  the  applied  principles  of  Christianity 
which  is  the  greatest  assurance  we  have  of 
permanent  peace  in  the  world. 

"Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 

"Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me; 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall 
find  rest  unto  your  souls. 

"For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is 
light"  (Matthew  11:28-30.) 

May  His  peace  abide  with  you  throughout 
the  New  Year  and  always. 

General  Superintendent 


'^y?^ 


First  Assistant  General  Superintendent 


Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent 
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"For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is 
given:  and  the  government  shall  he  upon  his 
shoulder:  and  his  name  shall  he  called  Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting 
Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace." 

—Isaiah  9:6. 

FOR  nearly  2,000  years,  the  professed  followers 
of  Jesus  Christ  have  connoted  with  His  birth 
the  heavenly  announcement  of  Peace  on 
earth,  and  good  will  toward  men.  Indeed,  ever 
since  man  took  his  place  upon  the  earth,  peace 
has  been  among  his  noblest  quests. 

Strife  and  unrest  continue  in  the  world  be- 
cause suspicion,  distrust,  jealousy,  enmity,  bigotry 
and  greed— enemies  of  peace— are  still  rampant 
in  the  hearts  of  men.  To  overcome  these  and 
supplant  them  in  the  hearts  of  men  with  toler- 
ance, compassion,  good  will  and  charity,  came 
the  Son  of  Man,  the  Savior,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
"to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness,"  and 
to  establish  universal  brotherhood  among  men. 

Nearly  two  thousand  years  ago  He  comforted 
His  disciples  with  sayings,  which  if  you  listen, 
you  can  hear,  to  your  own  comfort  today:  "These 
things  I  have  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye 
might  have  peace."  "Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my 
peace  I  give  unto  you:  .  .  ."  (John  16:33;  14:27.) 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era,  as 
Jesus  looked  down  through  the  centuries  to 
come,  He  knew  that  peace  would  be  dependent 
upon  the  slow  but  never-failing  process  of  chang- 
ing each  individual's  mental  and  spiritual  atti- 
tude; that  the  customs  and  habits  of  the  world 
would  be  determined  by  the  innermost  thoughts 
and  soul  convictions  of  many  individuals  who 
compose  groups,  states  or  nations.  If,  therefore, 
we  would  change  the  world,  we  must  first 
change  people's  thoughts.  Only  to  the  degree 
that  men  desire  peace  and  brotherhood  and  are 
wilHng  to  follow  the  paths  that  lead  to  this 
blessed  condition  will  the  world  become  a  better 
place  in  which  to  live.  Only  by  adherence  to 
fundamental  principles  of  righteousness  can 
peace  come,  either  to  individuals  or  to  nations. 

On  this,  another  celebration  of  the  birth  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  all  men  everywhere  should 
pause  earnestly  and  give  whole-hearted  accept- 
ance to  the  ever-standing  divine  invitation  to 
"Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke 
upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is 
light."  (Mfl«/iett;  11:28-30.) 


As  faith  in  God,  so  peace  on  earth  has  its 
source  in  the  heart  of  the  individual. 

Peace  is  the  price  of  eternal  vigilance  and 
constant  righteous  efforts.  A  noble  and  Godlike 
character  is  not  a  thing  of  favor  or  chance,  but 
is  a  natural  result  of  continued  effort  and  right 
thinking,  the  effect  of  long-cherished  association 
with  Godlike  thoughts.  An  ignoble  and  bestial 
character  by  the  same  process  is  the  result  of 
the  continued  harboring  of  groveling  thoughts. 
"Man  is  made  or  unmade  by  himself.  In  the 
armory  of  thought  he  forges  weapons  by  which 
he  destroys  himself;  he  also  fashions  the  tools 
with  which  he  builds  for  himself  heavenly 
mansions  of  joy  and  strength,  and  peace." 

The  peace  taught  by  the  Savior  refers  to  the 
individual  just  as  much  as  it  does  to  communities. 
That  man  is  not  at  peace  who  is  untrue  to  the 
whisperings  of  Christ,  and  the  promptings  of 
his  conscience.  He  cannot  be  at  peace  when  he 
is  untrue  to  his  better  self,  when  he  transgresses 
the  law  of  righteousness,  either  in  dealing  with 
himself  in  indulging  in  passion  or  in  appetites; 
yielding  to  the  temptations  of  the  flesh,  or  wheth- 
er he  is  untrue  to  trust,  transgressing  the  law 
of  righteousness  in  dealing  with  his  fellow  men. 

Peace  does  not  come  to  the  transgressor  of 
the  law.  Peace  comes  by  obedience  to  law,  and 
it  is  that  message  which  Jesus  would  have  us 
establish  among  men,  would  have  us  proclaim 
among  men:  peace  to  the  individual  that  he 
may  be  at  peace  with  his  God;  perfect  harmony 
existing  between  himself  and  law,  the  righteous 
laws  to  which  he  is  subject  and  from  which  he 
never  can  escape;  peace  in  the  home,  families 
living  at  peace  with  their  neighbors,  exempt  from 
family  and  neighborhood  brawls  and  striving 
to  be  exempt  from  petty  jealousies,  petty  aspira- 
tions, and  ambitions  that  come  into  the  home 
and  bring  discord  and  unhappiness;  peace  in 
the  families  between  fathers  and  children, 
mothers  and  fathers,  husbands  and  wives. 

Jesus  taught  that  from  within  the  heart  of 
man  come  evil  thoughts,  sexual  vice,  acts  of 
theft,  murder,  adultery,  greed.  When  men  com- 
mit these  crimes  individually  or  collectively, 
they  trespass  upon  human  rights  and,  of  course, 
bring  misery  into  the  world.  Greed  prompts  the 
accumulation  of  wealth  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
human  life.  What  a  different  world  this  would 
be  if  man  would  accumulate  wealth  not  as  an 
end,  but  as  a  means  of  blessing  human  beings 
and  improving  human  relations. 

Brotherhood  involves  service  and  not  con- 
quest.   It  involves  confidence  in  man,  in   your 
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brother;  not  suspicion  and  hatred.  It  involves  truthful 
dealings;  not  chicanery  and  fraud.  As  fundamental  to 
brotherhood  and  peace,  Jesus  recognized  the  rights  of 
every  man.  When  asked:  " '.  .  .  Is  it  lawful  to  give 
tribute  to  Caesar,  or  not?'  .  .  .  he  .  .  .  said,  'Bring  me 
a  penny,  that  I  may  see  it.  .  .  .  Whose  is  this  image 
and  superscription?'    And  they  said  unto  him,   'Cae- 


sar  s. 


Said  He:  "Render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's,  and  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's."  ( Mark 
12:14-17.) 

It  is  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  in  the  cheer  of 
Christmas  that  makes  it  so  glorious.  Brotherliness  is 
but  the  manifestation  of  the  spirit  of  Christ.  Thank 
heavens  for  the  spirit  of  Christmas  that  brings  us 
closer  to  each  other  in  expression  of  such  brotherhood. 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
is  in  the  world  to  estabhsh  peace  among  mankind. 
Though  brute  power,  greed,  and  lust  are  today,  as  in 
the  past,  dominant  forces  in  civilization,  yet  followers 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace  must  not  despair;  for  in  the 
fulfillment  of  God's  purposes  "Peace,  unweaponed, 
conquers  all." 

Members  of  the  Church  everywhere,  in  every  land 
and  clime  where  the  message  of  the  Restored  Gospel 
has  been  accepted,  are  under  obligation  to  live  at  peace 
with  their  families,  their  neighbors,  and  mankind,  that 
through  their  daily  acts,  they  will  demonstrate  to  the 
world  that  they  accept  in  reality  the  teachings  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  and  the  Message  of  the  Angels:  "Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will 
toward  men."  {Luke  2:14.) 


Gospel  Teaching  I 
Remember  Best 


By  T.  Bowring  (By)  Woodbury 


TT  has  enriched  and  made  my  life 

beautiful.  It  has  sweetened  my 
days  and  made  them  wonderful.  It 
has  brought  love  into  my  marriage 
and  made  it  celestial.  It  has  brought 
joy  into  our  family  life  and  filled 
our  home  with  friends. 

What  is  this  marvelous  "it"? 

It  is  the  gospel  of  service,  which 
was  taught  me  at  a  tender  age  in 
Sunday  School. 

I  had  just  turned  6  when  Sister 
Estella  A.  Waters  (mother  of  Sunday 
School  general  board  member  J.  Hol- 
man  Waters)  asked  me  to  be  her 
assistant  chorister  in  the  Sixth-Sev- 
enth Ward  ( Salt  Lake  City )  Sunday 
School.  I  accepted  the  call  to  serve 
and  there  have  been  few  years  in 
my  life  since  that  time  that  I  haven't 
served  in  the  Sunday  School. 

Christ  said,  "If  ye  love  me,  keep 
my  commandments."  {John  14:15.) 
But  when  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
gave  us  what  I  suppose  to  be  the 
full  words  spoken  by  the  Savior,  they 
were,  "If  thou  lovest  me  thou  shalt 
serve  me  and  keep  all  my  command- 
ments." (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
42:29.)  The  Savior  put  service  first 
as  a  condition  of  showing  our  love 
for  Him. 

The  Sunday  School  teaches  its 
members  to  serve  ~  to  serve  in  many 
capacities.   The  Lord  in  His  wisdom 


made  this  a  Church  of  service  —  a 
Church  of  organized  workers,  not 
organized  listeners.  Through  this 
service  comes  growth,  love,  serenity, 
peace,  wisdom,  joy,  sweetness  —  in 
fact,  great  and  good  are  the  blessings 
of  him  who  serves. 

The  Sunday  School  teaches  us 
not  only  service,  but  teaches  us  to 
serve  willingly  when  we  are  called. 
And,  in  this  day  when  everyone  is 
worrying  about  security  —  social 
security,  security  in  old  age  —  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  promises  for 
those  who  want  security  is  given 
those  who  willingly  serve.  The  Lord 
said,  "Behold,  the  Lord  requireth  the 
heart  and  a  willing  mind;  and  the 
willing  and  obedient  shall  eat  the 
good  of  the  land  of  Zion  in  these  last 
days."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  64: 
34.) 

I  remember  with  pride  the  officers 
and  teachers  of  the  Hawthorne  Ward 
(Salt  Lake  City)  Sunday  School  who 
served  so  willingly  and  made  the 
record  of  three  years  perfect  attend- 
ance (100%)  at  Stake  Preparation 
Meeting  each  month. 

I  remember  fondly  the  service  of 
the  young  members  of  the  Haw- 
thorne Ward  Sunday  School  who, 
for  four  successive  weeks  each 
spring,  called  on  every  family  in 
{Concluded  on  page  365.) 


T.  BOWRING  WOODBURY 
The  Lord  .  .  .  made  this  a  Church  of  service. 


THE  AUTHOR 

TODAY  T,  Bowring  Woodbury  is 
president  of  one  of  the  largest 
power  mower  companies,  but  he 
may  be  even  better  known  as  the 
orchestra  leader  of  a  generation  ago, 
"By"  Woodbury. 

"By"  made  quite  a  name  for 
himself  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
music  circles. 

A  native  of  Salt  Lake  City,  he 
attended  the  old  LDS  High  School 
and  University  of  Utah.  On  a  mis- 
sion to  Switzerland  and  Germany, 
he  was  made  Sunday  School  choris- 
ter only  a  week  after  arriving  in 
the  field  and  learned  his  first  German 
by  memorizing  words  to  songs  he 
would  have  to  lead  the  next  Sunday. 

"By"  moved  to  Wichita,  Kan.,  16 
years  ago  to  be  sales  manager  of 
an  aircraft  plant.  He  became  presi- 
dent of  the  company  but  then  sold 
his  interests  so  he  could  buy  Air- 
capitol  Manufacturers,  Inc.,  of  which 
fie  now  is  president.  He  also  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  a  sub- 
sidiary corporation.  Lawn  Mowers, 
Inc.,  and  is  resident  manager  of 
Bache  and  Company,  members  of 
the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 

Long  active  in  Sunday  School 
work,  he  has  been  teacher,  chorister, 
member  of  a  Sunday  School  orches- 
tra, assistant  superintendent  and 
superintendent.  He  now  is  first 
counselor  to  Alvin  R.  Dyer,  presi- 
dent of  the  Central  States  Mission. 

On  Dec.  13,  1933,  he  married 
Beulah  Blood,  daughter  of  Edith 
and  the  late  George  Blood,  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple. 
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So  far  as  the  conference  audience   was  concerned,   the    play 
seemed    to    end    right    there.        But    more    was    to    follow. 


^^Ar  ^aie  oP  ^wo  cJ^etterd 


BY  KENNETH  S.  BENNION 


"All  the  world's  a  stage. 
And  all  the  men  and  women  merely  players." 

—Shakespeare. 


GREAT  or  small,  life's  many  dramas  surge  about  us 
always.  Occasionally  we  catch  a  word  or  a  look 
that  reveals  the  suspense,  the  tragedy  or  the  tri- 
umphs in  the  plays  that  unfold  about  us.  Sometimes 
we  are  spectators;  sometimes  we  are  in  the  very  core 
of  the  action. 

Here  are  a  few  short  scenes  from  such  a  play  that 
recently  came  to  our  attention: 

The  first  act  occurred  so  long  ago  that  most  people 
•had  forgotteh  it,  perhaps  even  the  leading  actor.  It 
was  again  brought  to  light  last  April,  at  the  Sunday 
School  general  conference  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle. 
General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill  paid  a  short 
tribute  to  The  Instructor,  which  is  this  year  celebrating 
its  90th  anniversary. 

In  his  talk  Superintendent  Hill  referred  to  a  contest 
held  44  years  ago,  in  1912.  The  editors  were  attempting 
to  find  out  how  well  The  Instructor  was  being  read, 
that  they  might  shape  their  editorial  policy  accordingly. 
Therefore,  a  prize  was  oflFered  for  the  best  letter  under 
the  caption  "The  Children  Know." 

The  announcement  was  read  by  a  little  girl  in  far- 
off  Roulder,  Utah.  Boulder  was  at  that  time,  as  it  is 
chiefly  today,  a  tiny  farming  and  ranching  community 
in  the  heart  of  a  great  jumble  of  wastelands  and  box 
canyons  northeastward  from  Escalante,  near  the  Colo- 
rado River. 

Nowadays  an  automobile  road  leads  into  the  town; 
but  back  in  1912  there  was  a  pack  trail  over  high  peaks 
where  one  false  step  could  mean  two  thousand  feet  of 
crashing  down  among  the  ledges.  Mail,  including  The 
Instructor,  came  in  by  pack  horse. 

Down  in  that  isolated  place,  a  girl  read  of  the  con- 
test. She  decided  to  tell  the  general  board  why  she 
read  The  Instructor.  Her  letter,  quoted  by  Superin- 
tendent Hill  last  April,  is  as  follows : 

"First,  my  papa  is  Sunday  School  superintendent.  If 
he  did  not  read  it,  our  Sunday  School  would  soon  know 
there  was  something  wrong.  Then,  mama  is  a  Sunday 
School  teacher.  She  said  one  day,  'Oh,  that  blessed 
Juvenile;  what  would  I  do  without  it?'  I  am  a  little  girl 
and  the  Juvenile  tells  me  about  Jesus  and  the  wise  men 
and  many  good  men.  ...  I  am  only  seven  years  old  and 
of  course  some  big  boy  or  girl  will  get  the  prize,  but  I 
wish  to  tell  you  why  I  read  the  Juvenile  Instructor:  I 
love  it."  —Margaret  Baker. 

So  far  as  the  conference  audience  was  concerned, 
the  play  seemed  to  end  right  there.    But  more  was  to 


"As  You  Like  It,  Act  11,  Scene  7,  Line  139. 
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come.    Superintendent  Hill  concluded  his  reference  to 
the  contest  letter  with  this  sentence: 

"Little  Margaret,  how  I  hope  you  are  here  tonight — 
hopefully,  a  mother,  grandmother  and  Sunday  School 
teacher — to  witness  this  testimonial  to  The  Instructor  and 
to  the  dedicated  men  and  women  who  have  made  it!" 

And  that  brings  us  to  another  act  in  our  little  drama : 

Margaret  Baker  McKinnon  was  not  in  the  Taber- 
nacle that  April  night.  However,  in  the  June  issue  of 
The  Instructor  she  read  Superintendent  Hill's  confer- 
ence address.  She  enjoyed  his  brief  history  of  the 
magazine,  for  she  had  lived  with  it  and  had  been  a 
part  of  it  for  half  that  long  span  of  years. 

Then  she  came  to  the  account  of  the  contest  and 
the  letter  she  had  written  as  a  girl  of  seven.  She  read 
Superintendent  Hill's  hope  that  she  was  present  in  the 
Tabernacle  that  night.  And  this  was  the  part  that 
seemed  to  her  like  tragedy;  for  that  was  where  she 
had  wanted  to  be. 

Like  a  wild  summer  flood  sweeping  down  the  can- 
yons of  her  homeland,  so  there  rushed  over  her  a 
flood  of  memories:  The  sorrow  that  came  to  her  and 
her  family  not  long  after  she  wrote  that  childhood  letter, 
when  her  father  passed  away;  the  story  of  the  long 
journey  northward  to  a  new  home  in  Logan;  the 
struggle  to  get  along  without  the  help  of  her  father; 
the  memory  of  a  new  ward,  and  of  many  strangers. 
She  remembered,  too,  getting  acquainted  with  the  new 
Sunday  School  superintendent,  a  young  man,  tall,  strik- 
ing in  appearance,  in  the  very  prime  of  his  early  man- 
hood; a  superintendent  with  kindly  eyes,  a  warm  hand- 
shake, and  a  hearty,  sincere  greeting  for  her  and  her 
two  little  brothers. 

As  the  storm  of  tears  and  the  flood  of  memories 
subsided,  Margaret  once  again  decided  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  general  board— this  time  to  Superintendent  Hill. 
This  is  what  she  wrote: 

Morgan,  Utah 
August  13,  1956 
Dear  Superintendent  Hill: 

In  your  April  Conference  address,  you  read  a  childish 
note,  dated  1912,  in  which  a  little  girl  told  why  she  loved     ; 
The  Juvenile  Instructor.  You  then  expressed  the  hope  that 
.  this  "little   Margaret"  was   in  the   audience,   "hopefully, 
a  mother,  grandmother  and  a  Sunday  School  teacher." 

In  the  June  Instructor  your  talk  was  published.  Would 
you  care  to  know  the  sequel? 

This  little  girl,  now  a  mother,  grandmother  and  Sunday 
School  worker  as  you  hoped,  still  loves  The  Instructor. 
Long  ago  she  learned  to  take  counsel  from  its  pages.  It 
has  sustained,  inspired  and  often  chastened  and  rebuked 
her.  Only  recently  during  the  hours  when  Margaret  should 
have  been  attending  an  important  Sunday  School  meeting 
in  Ogden,  she  lay  nursing  her  aches  and  pains.  She 
picked  up  The  Instructor  and  read  William  R.  Pahner's 
account  of  Nellie  Unthank,  a  pioneer  woman.  She  was 
never  without  pain  and  never  able  to  stand,  yet  she  met 
her  life's  obligations  on  her  knees  without  complaining. 

THE     INSTRUCTOR. 


"Little  Margaret"  felt  duly  chastened  but  her  lesson 
was  not  complete.  Imagine  her  feelings  when  she  read, 
in  the  June  issue,  that  her  name  had  been  mentioned  in 
conference,  and  that  Brother  Hill  himself  had  said  "Little 
Margaret,  how  I  hope  you  are  here  tonight."  Imagine  her 
chagrin  when  she  realized  that  she  had  turned  away  at 
the  Tabernacle  door  with  her  coordinator's  pass  in  her 
pocket,  telling  herself  that  driving  her  daughter  back  to 
school  was  more  important! 

You  have  no  way  of  knowing.  Brother  Hill,  what  it 
would  have  meant  to  her  had  she  been  in  her  place  that 
evening.  Nor  would  you  understand  the  real  impact  of 
your  words  as  they  leaped  from  the  pages  of  The  In- 
structor, for  you  could  never  guess  that  one  Dr.  George 
R.  HiU  had  been  her  idol  since  childhood. 

Yes,  this  little  Boulder,  Utah,  girl,  soon  to  be  left 
fatherless,  was  moved  to  the  Logan  5th  Ward.  She  must 
have  been  an  odd-looking  child  in  her  "made  over" 
clothes.  She  felt  so  "different"  from  the  others,  so  alone 
and  afraid.  But  a  very  kind  man  who  was  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School  noticed  her.  Each  Sunday  morning 
he  took  her  hand  in  his  very  large,  soft  one  and  gave  her 
what  seemed  to  her  a  very  special  smile.'  This  same  kind 
man  piloted  her  little  fatherless  brothers,  Myron  and 
Hayward,  through  the  crucial  years.  He  was  their  scout- 
master. He  helped  each  to  become  an  Eagle  Scout,  and 
incidentally,  to  build  a  foundation  for  a  life  of  service 
and  right  living. 

May  God  bless  you,  Brother  Hill.  I,  "little  Margaret 
Baker,"  am  thankful  for  the  love  and  kindness  that  has 
always  radiated  from  you  and  that  I  am  still  privileged 
to  take  your  hand  in  an  occasional  superintendents'  and 
coordinators'  conference. 

I  am  thankful  for  the  counsel  and  advice  that  comes 
to  me  through  The  Instructor.  (This  time  it  was  ever  so 
personal! )  It  is  as  though  you  had  said,  "Little  Margaret, 
how  I  hope  you  attend  to  your  meetings  and  all  your 
Church  obligations." 

Please  accept  these  lines  which  I  dedicate  to  you: 


MY    TEACHER 

You  have  been  my  teacher, 

From  you  I've  learned  of  God — > 

Not  by  your  words  alone. 

But  by  your  tender  love; 

Not  by  your  songs  and  preaching. 

But  by  your  kindly  smile 

That  lets  me  know  how  much  you  care 

And  tells  me  I'm  worthwhile. 

Yes,  you  are  yet  my  teacher 
And  when  you  take  my  hand 
I  am  lifted  up  and  counseled. 
And  helped  to  understand 
That  there  are  those  about  us 
Whose  faith  lies  in  our  hands. 
For  us  to  mold  and  make  more  firm 
Or  turn  to  drifting  sands. 

Because  you  are  my  teacher 

I  kneel  at  night  and  pray 

That  I  may  use  the  love  I  feel 

To  show  other  souls  the  way; 

That  I  may  radiate  such  warmth 

And  deep  concern  and  love 

That  those  I  teach  may  share  this  joy — ■ 

"There  is  a  God  above." 

Sincerely, 

— Margaret  Baker  McKinnon, 
Junior  Sunday  School  Coordinator, 
Morgan  Stake. 


Thank  you,  Margaret  Baker  McKinnon!  Thank  you 
for  your  long-ago  letter  telling  in  the  language  of  child- 
hood why  you  read  The  Instructor.  And  thank  you  for 
the  new  letter,  piecing  together  so  swiftly  and  so  well 
the  years  that  have  passed.  Thank  you  for  letting  us 
see,  through  your  eyes,  that  young  Sunday  School 
superintendent,  George  R.  Hill.  Your  testimonial  con- 
cerning his  kindliness  and  his  lasting  influence  for 
good  upon  the  lives  of  thousands  in  Sunday  School  and 
Boy  Scout  work  is  but  one  of  many  he  has  richly 
deserved  and  received  during  his  years  of  working 
with  young  people. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  general  board  and  The  Instruc- 
tor that  officers  and  teachers  over  the  Church  will  find 
in  this  account  a  new  understanding  of  the  opportuni- 
ties that  our  calling  offers  us  on  every  hand,  and  a 
new  vision  of  the  compensation  that  this  work  of  the 
Lord  holds  out  to  us.  God's  children  are  before  us. 
More  often  than  we  think,  their  happiness  now  and 
the  salvation  of  their  souls  are  influenced  by  what  we 
write,  and  say,  and  do. 

Whether  appreciation  is  expressed  directly  to  us,  as 
in  the  present  case,  makes  little  difference,  for  the 
Master  Teacher  sees  and  He  will  reward  us  openly 
and  abundantly. 

"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

-Matthew  25:40. 


Photo  by  Leland  VanWagoner. 

MARGARET  BAKER  McKINNON 

Picking  up  her  pen,  she  was  engulfed  in  a  flood  of  memories. 
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Happy  at  home  in  Hong  Kong,  is  President  H. 
Grant  Heaton,  his  wife,  Luana,  and  Grant  Jr. 


Plagued   by  the  eternal 
language   barriers  of   the 


Orient  but  blessed  with 


a  singleness  of  purpose, 
22  young   men   and  their 
mission  president  lay 
plans  to  carry  the  true 
story  of  Christianity 
to  the  peoples  of  the 


Southern    Far    East   Mission. 


At  present   .   .   . 


They  Tract 

from 

Hong  Kong  to  Guam 


By  Paul  Cracroft* 


TITESTLED  in  the  heart  of  Hong  Kong  are  the  head- 

\\    quarters  of   a   small   group   of  people   who   may 

prod  much  of  the  fabled  Far  East  into  the  most 

important  "revolution"  in  its  long  and  storied  history. 

Twenty-two  Americans,  plagued  by  the  eternal 
language  barriers  of  the  Orient  but  blessed  with  a 
singleness  of  purpose,  are  trying  to  carry  their  story  of 
true  Christianity  to  the  peoples  of  China,  Formosa, 
Guam  and  the  Philippine  Islands. 

They  are  missionaries  for  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  If  successful,  they  could  revolu- 
tionize much  of  the  traditional  religious  thinking  of 
the  Asiatics. 

Directing  their  efforts  is  a  man  half  the  age  of  many 
LDS  mission  presidents,  26-year-old  H.  Grant  Heaton, 
former  University  of  Utah  student.  President  Heaton  is 
a  native  of  Alton,  Kane  County,  Utah.  He  has  been 
"toughened  up"  spiritually  and  physically  by  one  foreign 
mission  plus  a  hitch  with  military  intelligence  during 
the  Korean  War.  He  needs  this  strength,  for  his  assign- 
ment covers  a  mission  that  is  roughly  5,700  air  miles 
in  circumference,  2,000  straight-line  miles  from  its 
Hong  Kong  headquarters  to  its  farthest  outpost  on 
Guam! 

The  Southern  Far  East  Mission  was  organized  Aug. 
23,  1955,  to  further  Church  work  in  Asia,  interrupted 
since  1951. 

The  young  mission  president's  wife,  Roxey  Luana 
Carter  Heaton,  served  as  a  missionary  in  the  Southwest 
Indian  Mission  and  in  California. 

President  Heaton's  son,  H.  Grant  Heaton  Jr.,  born 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  had  traveled  20,000  miles  before  he 
turned  four  months  old;  he  has  lived  in  the  Orient 
longer  than  on  his  native  soil. 

Many  Unusual  Problems 

The  mission  has  many  problems— some  natural,  some 
man-made. 

No  snow  falls  in  any  part  of  the  vast  mission  terri- 
tory, but  cold  winds  out  of  legendary  Siberia  sweep 
across  parts  of  the  Chinese  section  in  bleak,  biting,  cold 
gusts.  But  in  summer,  tropical  and  sub-tropical  heat 
requires  the  missionaries  to  wear  slacks  and  white, 
open-necked  shirts  with  half-length  sleeves. 

Typhoons  whistle  in  frequently,  and,  although  most 
of  the  mission  has  an  annual  rainfall  of  100  inches, 
Hong  Kong  faces  a  serious  potable  water  shortage  and 
is  on  tight  water  rationing  for  six  months  out  of  every 
year— and  available  water  is  generally  dirty. 

Difficulties  don't  end  there,  however. 

Chinese  is  probably  the  most  difficult  language  in 
the  world  for  westerners  to  master.  It  is  not  a  phonetic 
language  and  has  no  alphabet.  During  the  first  seven 
months  of  their  work,  most  missionaries  concentrate 
solely  upon  learning  Chinese,  spending  10  to  12  hours 

^Paul  Cracroft  is  assistant  superintendent  in  the  Parley's  Fourth  Ward 
(Salt  Lake'  City,  Utah)  Sunday  School  and  executive  secretary  of  the 
University  of  Utah  Alumni  Assn. 
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daily  with  local  teachers  who  earn  about  $20  per  month 
in  American  money  from  each  pair  of  missionaries. 

Churches  in  China 

The  Chinese  have  been  steeped  in  3,000  years  of  a 
religio-philosophical  life  that  is  a  blend  of  Taoism, 
Confucianism  and  Buddhism  with  later  sprinklings  of 
Christian  and  Moslem  doctrines.  Ancestor  worship  and 
filial  piety  are  important  parts  of  oriental  culture;  east- 
ern religions  have  made  no  serious  effort  toward  de- 
fining God  and  have  accepted  Christianity  as  merely 
another  system  which  has  been  beneficial  to  mankind. 

Communism  has  put  still  another  slant  on  religion 
in  China,  where  churches  often  have  developed  into 
mere  propaganda  machines  in  the  hands  of  local  Com- 
munist leaders.  In  Hong  Kong  and  Formosa,  though, 
where  nationalism  still  holds  the  upper  hand,  a  revival 
of  religion  has  been  markedly  noticeable. 

In  the  Philippine  Islands  and  on  Guam,  yet  another 
situation  prevails.  Long  under  the  ecclesiastical  sway 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  these  islands  have  felt  the  im- 
pact of  World  War  II  which  has  helped  break  the  hold 
of  the  dominant  church  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Spurred  on  by  these  conditions,  the  youthful  Latter- 
day  Saints  mission  president  has  high  hopes  for  the 
future  of  his  mission,  largely  because  of  the  unstinting 
efforts  of  his  22  missionaries,  whose  group  now  in- 
cludes two  lady  missionaries  from  America,  one  Chinese 
elder  from  Hawaii  and  one  California-born  Filipino. 

"Even  though  good  housing  of  any  kind  is  rare 
anywhere  in  the  city,  it  is  not  difficult  to  visualize  the 
Church  with  several  chapels  in  Hong  Kong  during  the 
next  10  years,"  President  Heaton  says.  "The  organiza- 
tion by  then  could  well  be  staffed  with  Chinese,  making 
it  possible  for  the  work  of  the  Church  to  be  carried  to 
the  mainland  and  to  the  millions  of  Chinese  there." 

The  outlook  for  Formosa,  beleaguered  island  home 
of  the  Nationalis.t  Chinese  forces,  is  roughly  the  same 
as  that  for  Hong  Kong. 

In  the  island  territories,  the  inflationary  cost  of 
living  virtually  precludes  proselyting  at  present,  but 
President  Heaton  believes  that  the  gradual  lessening  of 


mi  sm  swm 


So    KEI   l\)K}(m)OQ\ 


"The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints"  is  written  in 
Chinese  with  a  key  to  its  pronunciation  appearing  underneath  it, 

the  power  of  the  Catholic  Church  will  yet  open  up  these 
areas  to  some  of  the  most  forceful  missionary  work  in 
LDS  Church  history. 

Ambitious  Plans 

President  Heaton  hopes  to  gain  "face"  with  the  east- 
ern people  by  overseeing  construction  of  chapels  which 
can  rank  among  the  most  beautiful  in  all  Asia,  by  fos- 
tering basketball  and  other  athletics,  by  reaching  many 
persons  through  personal  contact  and,  finally,  by  offer- 
ing instruction  in  English. 

You  don't  do  all  these  things  well  with  just  22  mis- 
sionaries, of  course,  but  President  Heaton's  plans  call  for 
a  staff  of  120  missionaries  within  the  next  three  years, 
the  time  he  estimates  that  it  will  take  to  build  up  a 
language-conversant  nucleus.  Some  of  the  16  carry-over 
members  of  the  Church  from  the  former  Chinese  Mis- 
sion, converted  and  baptized  in  1950  and  1951,  may 
well  be  among  this  number,  since  they  held  fast  to  the 
faith  during  the  four-year  absence  of  the  elders. 

Within  three  years,  too.  Church  literature  may  be 
available  in  modern-style  Chinese.  The  Book  of  Mor- 
mon is  in  preparation  already,  and  some  tracts  have 
been  translated  but  not  yet  published. 

In  the  Philippines  and  on  Guam,  missionaries  will 
use  English  and  Spanish,  spending  little  time  on  native 
tongues  such  as  Tagalog,  Visayan  and  Ilokano.  English 
is  the  secondary  language  of  the  Philippines  and  is  now 
widespread  on  Guam  because  of  the  heavy  concentra- 
tion of  U.  S.  military  might  there  during  and  since 
World  War  II. 

In  the  words  of  President  Heaton,  "We  see  the  great- 
est miracle  of  all  time  unfold  daily  before  our  eyes. 
That  miracle  is  the  transformation  of  an  unenlightened 
child  of  God  into  a  creature  of  purpose." 


After  a  recent  Sunday  School  at  Kowloon,  Hong  Kong,  U.  S.  servicemen  joined  with  local  Chinese  and  missionaries  for  this  photo. 
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The  Churches  Challenge 
Crime . . . 


when    they    accept    the    vital    task 


of  making  contact  with  our  youth, 


in     redeeming    and     restoring    the 


home,    and    in    providing    religious 


leadership     io     confused     and 


rebellious   youth    everywhere. 


By  J.  Edgar  Hoover 

Director,  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Justice 


Photo  by  Leland  VanWagoner, 


THE  churches  are  in  the  front 
trenches  of  America's  crime 
prevention  crusade! 
Never  before  has  there  been  such 
a  challenging  need  for  aggressive, 
inspirational  leadership  among  the 
boys  and  girls  of  this  country.  At 
the  present  time,  many  of  the  youth 
in  America  are  not  being  reached 
by  the  churches.  And  of  those  who 
are  being  reached,  entirely  too  many 
are  merely  "on  the  rolls."  This  fail- 
ure to  make  contact  with  tomorrow's 
citizens  is  producing  a  fertile  field 
for  future  juvenile  crime.  If  America 
is  to  remain  a  Christian  nation  de- 


voted to  the  fundamental  ideals  of 
the  Beatitudes,  the  Ten  Command- 
ments and  the  golden  rule,  then 
more  adults  must  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  preparing  young 
Americans  for  virile,  dynamic  Chris- 
tian living. 

Church  attendance  is  a  vital  factor 
in  the  nation's  crime  prevention  pro- 
gram. While  serving  as  director  of 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
during  the  past  30  years,  I  have 
been  profoundly  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  the  "church-going  people" 
are  the  most  substantial  group  of 
citizens  in  the  nation.    Church  at- 


tendance and  crime  appear  to  be 
like  the  ingredients  of  oil  and  water 
—  they  do  not  mix. 

The  churches  have  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  fight  the  causes  of 
crime.  These  are  many  and  varied. 
Crime  usually  plants  its  seeds  in 
the  mind  of  a  child  during  the  early, 
formative  years.  It  comes  when  there 
is  a  lack  of  something  —  lack  of 
proper  parental  guidance,  lack  of 
wholesome  companions,  lack  of  dis- 
cipline, lack  of  respect  for  the  rights 
of  others,  disregard  for  parents  and 
constituted  authorities,  the  lack  of 
emotional  stability.  The  value  of  the 
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church  in  filling  many  of  these  needs 
is  obvious. 

"Home"  Needs  Strengthening 

Through  experience,  we  of  the 
FBI  have  also  observed  that  those 
who  are  active  in  some  church  are 
also  the  people  who  seem  most  in- 
terested in  establishing  a  genuine 
"home"  for  their  children.  The  great- 
est single  factor  in  crime  causation 
among  juveniles  today  is  the  disin- 
tegration of  the  American  home.  In 
this  respect  the  "home"  front  is  not 
nearly  as  strong  as  it  should  be. 
Undoubtedly  juvenile  delinquency 
will  continue  to  thrive  until  we  are 
fervently  determined  to  restore  the 
home  and  "family  unit"  to  their  for- 
mer position  of  importance  as  the 
fundamental  social  unit  in  our  na- 
tional life. 

We  need  homes  where  the  chil- 
dren feel  inalienably  attached  to  the 
family  circle  —  a  place  where  ques- 
tions are  answered,  sympathy  and 
affection  received  and  frequent  fam- 
ily activities  promoted  which  allow 
expression  and  participation  by 
every  member  of  the  group.  We 
need  homes  where  children  learn 
respect  for  their  parents,  respect  for 
law,  respect  for  God  and  the  reli- 
gious principles  which  must  be  per- 
petuated if  America  is  to  survive  as 
a  great  nation. 

In  both  the  church  and  the  home, 
children  must  be  made  to  understand 
their  individual  responsibility  for 
personal  conduct.  They  must  gain  a 
personal  appreciation  of  the  law  of 
compensation  and  retribution  which 
is  unequivocally  administered  in  the 
heavens.  Children  must  be  encour- 
aged to  acquire  sufficient  religious 
conviction  to  fortify  their  moral  con- 
ceptions for  later  years  when  selfish 
aggrandizement,  strong  personal  am- 
bitions, dishonest  associates  or  some 
other  negative  influence  may  seek 
to  entice  them  into  bartering  their 
birthright  as  honest,  forthright  citi- 
zens for  sordid  careers  of  corruption 
and  crime. 

Record  Crime  Total 

The  monthly  collection  and  anal- 
ysis of  crime  statistics  by  the  FBI 
constitutes  a  national  crime  barome- 
ter which  shows  that  the  eternal  con- 
flict between  the  forces  of  good  and 
the  forces  of  lawlessness  and  de- 
struction exists  day  and  night,  seven 
days  a  week,  as  a  two-fisted  reality. 


Ten  Steps  for  Discipline 


By  Mrs.  Lloyd  K.  Nielsen ' 


DISCIPLINE    sometimes    can    be 
a   problem.     If   it   is   for    your 
class,  one  or  all  of  these  tech- 
niques may  help: 

1.  Most  discipline  problems  will 
disappear  if  the  lesson  is  well  given. 
It  must  be  interesting;  there  must 
be  activity  and  participation;  there 
must  be  an  application  to  the  lives 
of  the  students. 

2.  There  should  be  pleasant  physi- 
cal surroundings.  Have  the  room 
as  attractive  as  possible;  watch  air 
and  temperature,  but  especially  cir- 
culation. In  this  category,  too,  would 
be  an  insistence  upon  respect  and 
reverence  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
and  removal  of  all  other  distracting 
influences. 

3.  The  teacher  should  strive  for 
attractive  physical  appearance,  a 
pleasing  voice   and  enthusiasm. 

4.  Class  organization  and  class- 
room organization  are  very  helpful. 
Not  only  can  class  officers  help,  but 
seating  arrangements  can  break  up 

cliques. 

5.  Be  firm  and  forceful  in  handling 
the  class.  Demand  respect,  and  love 
usually  will  follow.  Do  not  threaten 
unless  you  can  carry  out  the  threat. 
Be  consistent  —  punishment  need 
not  be  severe,  but  do  not  allow 
something  one  day  and  clamp  down 
against  it  the  next.    If  the  spirit  in 


"Sister  Nielsen,  Ogden,  presented  this  informa- 
tion at  an  East  Ogden  Stake  Sunday  School 
monthly  preparation  meeting,  although  the  ma- 
terial has   been  modified   for  magazine  style. 


a  class  is  wrong,  stop  and  have  a 
prayer  offered. 

6.  Do  not  always  work  on  the 
entire  group.  Talk  to  individuals 
privately.  Sometimes  a  pair  or  a 
small  group  can  be  influenced.  Pick 
the  leaders  to  instruct  and  tell  them 
firmly  that  you  are  not  going  to 
let  them  run  the  class  or  spoil  it  for 
others;  appeal  to  their  pride  and 
flatter  them  for  their  leadership. 

7.  Show  a  personal  interest  in 
your  students  as  a  group  and  as 
individuals.  Learn  something  of 
their  history  and  background.  Find 
something  for  which  you  can  com- 
pliment them:  something  done  in 
class;  their  personal  appearance;  an 
outside  activity  in  school,  scouting 
or  home  (keep  alert  for  your  stu- 
dents' names  as  you  read  the  news- 
papers ) . 

8.  If  necessary,  you  may  some- 
times be  justified  in  resorting  to  the 
dramatic  and  the  sensational  but 
use  this  technique  sparingly  to  gain 
interest  and  attention.  Never  teach 
false  doctrine  or  hearsay. 

9.  If  you  must,  call  for  outside 
help.  Talk  to  parents  in  a  tactful 
way.  Use  the  bishopric  or  officers 
of  the  organization  in  which  you 
teach.  Sometimes  an  experienced 
fellow  teacher  can  help. 

10.  Finally,  do  not  take  yourself 
nor  the  situation  too  seriously.  Have 
a  sense  of  humor.  Be  sympathetic. 
Be  patient.  Perfection  comes  with 
practice. 


An  estimated  2,262,450  major  crimes 
were  committed  in  the  United  States 
during  1955,  the  highest  total  on 
record.  A  major  crime  occurred 
every  13.9  seconds. 

The  weakening  of  moral  fiber 
demonstrated  by  crime  figures  is  not 
the  only  problem.  The  lethargy  and 
apathy  of  parents  and  adults  who 
have  been  directly  responsible  for 
young  people  failing  to  receive  prop- 
er religious  education  or  obtain  a 
proper  evaluation  of  the  governing 
principles  which  have  brought  the 
American  people  to  their  present 
position  of  power  and  prosperity 
have  also  exposed  our  young  people 
to  false  philosophies  of  starry-eyed 


theorists  and  the  nostrums  of  Uto- 
pian quackery. 

It  has  become  imperative  that 
every  citizen  arouse  himself  to  the 
urgent  necessity  of  instituting  in 
each  community  a  wide  variety  of 
activities,  programs  and  policies  de- 
signed to  counteract  the  present 
trend.  Respect  for  law,  personal 
liberty,  life  and  property  must  be 
preached,  taught  and  practiced. 
There  must  be  a  veritable  "crusade" 
against  crime. 

The  churches  have  a  vital  task  in 
making  contact  with  our  youth,  in 
redeeming  and  restoring  the  home 
and  in  providing  inspirational  reli- 
gious leadership. 
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Little  Deeds  from  Big  Lives 


Flanked  by  His  Family 


Compiled  by  Arthur  S.  Anderson 


TT  was  on  Dec.  23,  1805,  in  Sharon, 
Vt,,  that  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  was 
born  to  Joseph  and  Lucy  Mack 
Smith.  So  this  December,  as  every 
year,  Church  members  throughout 
the  world  commemorate  the  birth 
date  of  the  Prophet. 


In  this  regard,  we  consider  in  this 
feature  of  The  Instructor  inspiration- 
al events  in  the  lives  of  some  of  the 
family  of  Joseph  Smith,  Sr. 

The  father  was  the  first  patriarch 
to  the  Church.  He  and  two  of  his 
sons,  Hyrum  and  Samuel,  were  three 
of  the  eight  witnesses  to  the  Book 


of  Mormon.  Samuel  was  the  third 
person  baptized  (on  May  24,  1829) 
in  this  dispensation  and  "it  is  likely 
that  Hyrum  Smith  was  the  fourth," 
writes  Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 
on  page  41  of  Life  of  Joseph  F. 
Smith. 


The  Prophet 
Chose  Not 
To  Argue 


Joseph  Smith,  Jr. 


f\N  one  occasion,  the  Prophet 
^Joseph  Smith  accompanied  a 
convert  named  Freeman  Nickerson 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  Canada.  Brother 
Nickerson  had  asked  the  Prophet  to 
deliver  the  message  of  the  restored 
Church  to  his  two  sons  who  lived 
in  that  city. 

Joseph's  job  was  not  easy,  how- 
ever. "I  know  all  about  Joe  Smith," 
said  the  eldest  Nickerson  boy  when 
the  Prophet  was  introduced.  "The 
papers  are  full  of  him  and  his  works, 
and  I  want  none  of  either." 

Some  days  later,  in  the  presence 
of  a  family  gathering,  Freeman's 
eldest  son  again  made  a  bold  move. 
He  threw  a  Bible  on  the  table  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Prophet  and 
said,  "There!  Now  go  to  it!"  This 
was  as  much  as  to  say  that  he  dared 
Joseph  to  prove  his  claims  from  the 
Bible.  The  son  prided  himself  on 
his  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  and 
was  ready  to  match  wits  with  the 
Prophet. 

Rather  than  start  a  heated  debate 
which  would  only  arouse  the  tem- 
pers of  those  present,  the  Prophet 
began  in  a  low  voice  to  relate  his 
own  dramatic  experiences  in  reli- 
gion. Before  long,  every  ear  was 
attentive  and  the  atmosphere  was 
changed  to  one  of  friendliness. 


When  the  Prophet  left  town,  14 
persons,  including  the  two  Nickerson 
brothers,  had  been  baptized.  The 
Prophet's  success  as  a  missionary 
in  this  particular  case  could  be  at- 
tributed to  the  power  of  his  testi- 
mony and  to  his  understanding  of 
the  fact  that  an  argument  seldom 
accomplishes   any   real   good.' 

^From  information  in  Joseph  Smith  An  Ameri- 
can Prophet  by  John  Henry  Evans,  pages   86-88, 

#       #       «    - 


His  Books    Brought  in    Converts 

PERSISTENCE  and  Samuel  H. 
Smith  were  well  acquainted. 
Especially  was  this  observed  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  distributed 
Books  of  Mormon  while  on  his 
missions.  Though  he  was  repeatedly 
turned  away  by  persons  not  wishing 
to  hear  the  Gospel  or  receive  the 
book,  he  placed  the  book  wherever 
and  whenever  possible. 

Samuel's  books  were  instrumental 
in  bringing  into  the  Church  many 
members.  In  the  spring  of  1830, 
Brigham  Young  first  saw  a  copy  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  which  had 
been  left  by  Samuel  at  a  home  in 
Mendon,  N.  Y.  After  careful  study 
and  earnest  prayer,  Mr.  Young  was 
baptized.  Later  the  Prophet  said, 
"The  time  will  come  when  Brother 
Brigham  will  preside  over  this 
Church."   This  was  fulfilled. 

A  determined  book  distributor  and 
a  book  he  had  left  brought  our  sec- 
ond president,  Brigham  Young,  into 
the  Church.^ 

-Extracted  from  LDS  Biographical  Encyclopedia 
by  Andrew  Jenson,  pages  9,  279. 


"Blessed  Is 
My  Servant 
Hyrum . . ." 


V)t7HEN  the  Prophet,  as  a  young 
boy,  lay  ill  with  an  infected 
leg,  Hyrum,  his  brother,  sat  at  his 
bedside  day  and  night  holding  the 
infected  portion  of  the  leg  in  his 
hand  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the 
excruciating  pain. 

This  is  typical  of  the  way  in 
which  Hyrum  stood  by  his  brother, 
Joseph,  during  the  entire  time  of  his 
ministry.  Hyrum  was  seldom  away 
from  his  brother's  side. 

Although  he  had  ample  opportun- 
ity to  avoid  the  "death  trap"  set  for 
the  Prophet  in  Carthage,  III,  Hyrum 
chose  to  stay  with  Joseph  to  the  end. 

Hyrum's  faithfulness,  integrity  and 
loyalty  were  recognized  by  the  Al- 
mighty in  a  revelation  calling  Hyrum 
to  be  the  chief  patriarch  of  the 
Church.'  The  Lord  said  of  him: 
"Blessed  is  my  servant  Hyrum  Smith; 
for  I,  the  Lord,  love  him  because 
of  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and 
because  he  loveth  that  which  is 
right  before  me.  .  .  ."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  124:15.) 


^Material    from    Life    of    Joseph    F.    Smith    by 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  page  40. 
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Remember... 


GREAT 

MEN 
PRAY 


By  Elder  Sterling    W.  StU 

Assistant  to  the   Council 

of  the   Twelve 


GOD,  the  greatest  of  all,  has  ad- 
vised us  to  pray.  Prayer  is  im- 
portant for  itself,  but  it  is  also 
important  for  what  it  is  a  sign  of. 
Prayer  is  a  sign  of  an  active  health 
and  harriiony  which  helps  produce 
greatness.  This  may  be  indicated  by 
pointing  out  a  negative  aspect.  In  a 
recent  discussion  having  to  do  with 
prayer,  a  friend  of  mine,  trying  to 
justify  his  personal  situation,  said, 
"I  am  just  not  religious,"  and  he 
shrugged  his  shoulders  as  though 
that  should  take  care  of  everything. 
It  seemed  comparable  to  saying,  "I 
am  not  educated,"  or  "I  am  not 
ambitious,"  or  "I  am  not  honest," 
and  then  to  add  the  punctuation  of 
the  shrug  to  say,  "There  is  nothing 
I  can  do  about  it."  My  friend  has 
an  absorbing  interest  in  athletics. 
He  devotes  his  Sundays  and  his 
other  free  time  largely  to  sports. 

With  the  hope  of  giving  him  some 
help,  I  said  to  him:  "I  am  sure  that 
what  you  say  is  true,  that  you  are 
not  religious.  But  then  how  could 
you  hope  to  be  religious?  You  don't 
study  religion;  you  don't  work  at  it; 
you  don't  meditate  about  spiritual 
things;  you  don't  attend  church;  you 
don't  pray  to  God;  you  don't  think 


What  about 
you?  Do  you 
ever  need  a 
Higher  Sources' 
help?  If  you  do, 
follow  the  ex- 
ample of  good 
and  great  men 
of  all  ages;  ask 
and  you  will  re- 
ceive. As  you 
see  this  poster, 
take  time  for  a 
quick  and  per- 
sonal inventory. 


Whatever  your  station  in  life,  remember  to  give  Him  thanks. 


about  Him.  And  the  consequence  is 
a  perfectly  natural  one. 

"Someone  said  to  a  small  boy, 
'Who  gave  you  that  black  eye.'  He 
replied,  'No  one  gave  me  that  black 
eye.  I  had  to  fight  for  it.'  And  so 
it  is  with  every  worthwhile  thing  in 
life.  We  must  earn  the  right  to  be 
religious. 

William  James  said  that  'the  mind 
is  made  up  by  what  it  feeds  upon,' 
and  no  one  but  ourselves  can  do  the 
feeding.  We  are  very  particular 
about  our  diet,  and  we  think  it 
very  important  to  take  our  vitamin 
pill  every  day,  yet  we  sometimes 
make  no  provision  for  our  spiritual 
vitality." 

Certainly  it  is  not  hard  to  find 
the  cause  of  my  friend's   situation. 

A  doctor  judges  the  health,  at 
least  in  part,  by  the  appetite.  Our 
spirituality  is  judged  the  same  way. 
Some  people  ruin  their  appetites  for 
the  things  of  God  by  diverting  their 
interests.  They  build  bars  in  their 
homes  instead  of  altars.  Others  just 
shut  off  the  spiritual  food  supply 
and  starve  themselves  to  death  spir- 
itually. 

If  we  went  into  a  home  of  a 
certain  group  of  ancients  and  sin- 
cerely admired  a  certain  article,  the 
custom  of  the  time  may  have 
prompted  your  host  to  wrap  it  up 
and  send  it  to  you  as  a  present. 
You  admired  it,  and  so  you  got  it. 
But  life  has  a  program  exactly  like 
that.  Whatever  you  really  admire 
and  love,  you  eventually  get:  bars, 
altars  or  the  celestial  kingdom. 

I  told  my  friend  about  a  little 
plastic  toy  clown  which  I  saw  at 
Christmas  time,  .This  clown  always 
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Stood  on  his  head.  If  you  laid  him 
on  his  back  he  would  immediately 
flip  up  on  his  head.  If  you  stood 
him  on  his  feet  he  would  promptly 
do  a  reverse  flip  to  stand  on  his 
head.  A  little  lead  weight  had  been 
placed  in  the  crown  of  his  head. 
This  could  always  be  depended  up- 
on to  bring  him  to  an  upside  down 
position. 

People  are  also  like  that.  We  can 
weight  our  interests  in  the  wrong 
place,  until  that  becomes  the  central 
theme  of  our  life.  Then  we  flip  up 
in  the  wrong  place  and  may  exclude 
every  other  interest,  even  God  our 
Father,  the  Creator  of  the  universe 
and  the  Author  of  wisdom  and  right- 
eousness. The  reason  we  came  to 
this  earth  was  to  work  out  our 
eternal  exaltation,  and  we  should 
always  keep  that  in  mind. 

The  Apostle  Paul  had  a  co-worker 
by  the  name  of  Demas,  but  Demas 
"was  not  religious."  Like  the  plastic 
clown,  he  couldn't  get  his  mind  off 
others  things,  and  Paul  wrote  his  en- 
tire history  in  nine  words.  He  says: 
"Demas  has  forsaken  me,  having 
loved  this  present  world." 

We  should  be  careful  about  what 
we  want,  for  eventually  we  will  get 
it,  and  "to  be  carnally  minded  is 
death." 

When  we  stand  on  our  heads,  it 
appears  to  us  that  the  whole  world 
is  upside  down. 

The  religious  talent  is  the  most 
productive  of  all  the  talents.  It  will 
keep  us  standing  upright  in  the 
image  of  our  Maker.  It  wiU  help  to 
bring  us  to  God.  Then  pray  —  not 
only  that  God  wfll  help  you  to  do 
your  work,  but  also  that  you  may 
help  Him  to  do  His  work. 
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Ward   Faculty  Lesson   for  February 


Photo  by  Ray  Kooyman. 


A  class  tour  or  a  family  visit  to  a  hospital  may  not  only  focus 
students'  or  children's  attention  upon  their  own  blessings  which 


so  often  are  taken  for  granted,  but  also  provide  materials  for 
classroom  or  family  hour  discussions  about  health  and  faith.'* '^ 


By  O.   Preston  Robinson* 


IN  the  words  of  Carlyle,  "He  is 
wise  who  can  instruct  and  assist 
us  in  the  business  of  daily  vir- 
tuous living."'  And  along  with  this 
wisdom,  comes  unmeasured  joy  — 
that  is,  if  the  teaching  is  done 
effectively. 

One  of  the  surest  ways  to  motivate 
students  to  action  is  to  dramatize 
your  lessons.  A  dramatized  lesson 
almost  automatically  eliminates  the 
natural    resistance    which,    unfortu- 

'Dr.  O.  Preston  Robinson  is  general  manager 
of  the  Deseret  News  Publishing  Company  and 
editor  of  the  Deseret  News-Salt  Lake  Telegram, 
daily  newspaper  published  by  the  LDS  Church 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  He  was  horn  in  Farming- 
ton,  Utah,  and  has  been  prominent  in  education 
and  retailing  circles.  He  was  professor  in  the 
School  of  Retailing  at  New  York  University, 
1929-46,  and  professor  and  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Marketing,  University  of  Utah  (Salt 
Lake  City),  1947-50. 

^Carlyle,  Thomas,  Essays:  Schiller. 


nately,  many  of  us  have  to  being 
taught.  As  someone  has  said,  "If 
you  want  to  teach  a  fellow  some- 
thing, you  must  first  make  him  want 
to  learn  it."  Furthermore,  the  drama- 
tization holds  attention,  is  more 
convincing  than  mere  words,  is 
easier  to  remember,  and  stimulates 
both  mental  and  physical  student 
participation. 

The  greatest  teacher  of  all,  the 
Savior,  took  full  advantage  of  the 
dramatized  lesson.  In  His  many 
parables  He  used  the  dramatic  meth- 
od frequently,  thereby  driving  home 
His  points  indirectly  but  persuasive- 

ly. 

As  the  poet  Pope,  in  his  "Essay 
on  Criticism,"  so  effectively  put  it: 


"<) 


"Men    must   be   taught    as    if   you 
taught    them   not,    and    things    un 
known  proposed  as  things  forgot. 

The  dramatized  lesson  utiHzes 
fully  this  indirect  approach  to  teach- 
ing. Through  it,  a  maximum  number 
of  students  are  encouraged  to  take 
part.  The  lesson  subject  matter  be- 
comes the  vehicle  which  carries  the 
student  into  participation  and  the 
lesson  objective  unfolds  as  the 
theme,  or  "plot,"  around  which  all 
student  activity  is  centered.  When 
this  method  is  employed,  the  learn- 
ing process  action  is  likely  to  mold 

**In  this  photo  by  Ray  Kooyman,  members 
of  the  Edward  P.  Kaas,  Jr.,  family  visit  their  son, 
John,  at  the  LDS  Primary  Crippled  Children's 
Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

2Pope,  Alexander,  Essay  on  Criticism,  Part  III, 
line  15. 
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habit  patterns  which  'will  carry  over 
into  life's  actual  experiences.  When 
this  happens,  teaching  really  be- 
comes effective.  A  transfusion  of 
ideas  takes  place  and  the  ideals  and 
principles  presented  by  the  teacher 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  stu- 
dent. 

Methods  of  Dramatizing  Lessons 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  the 
whole  or  various  parts  of  the  lesson 
may  be  dramatized.  As  with  any 
important  building  process  the  es- 
sential ingredients  are  wise  planning 
and  conscientious  execution. 

To  take  full  advantage  of  dramatic 
opportunities,  the  teacher  must  de- 
velop to  the  utmost  his  own  sense 
of  inquiry  and  must  apply  fully  his 
imagination.  He  should  persistently 
ask  himself  how  important  points  in 
his  lesson  can  be  presented  dramat- 
ically. He  should  constantly  be 
alert  to  events  and  circumstances  in 
his  own  and  in  the  experiences  of 
others  which  can  be  tied  dramati- 
cally into  the  presentation  of  his 
lesson. 

Some  specific  sources  of  ideas 
which  often  have  dramatic  possi- 
bilities include: 

1.  Life  experiences  of  outstanding 
individuals.  These  outstanding  in- 
dividuals may  be  Church  leaders  or 
people  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves in  other  fields.  The  alert  teach- 
er can  usually  find  many  incidents 
in  the  lives  of  these  people  to  illus- 
trate lesson  points  or  lesson  objec- 
tives. 

For  example,  if  the  lesson  is  on 
the  subject  of  faith,  several  students 
can  be  assigned  short  talks  or  pres- 
entations based  on  the  experiences 
in  the  lives  of  these  leaders  which 
illustrate  faith  in  action.  Such  pres- 
entations lay  the  foundation  for 
student  participation  and  assist  the 
teacher  in  making  his  lesson  live  for 
the  students. 

2.  Current  human  interest.  The 
teacher  who  is  prepared  and  alert 


can  find  many  opportunities  in  cur- 
rent human  events  into  which  his 
lesson  objectives  can  be  tied. 

For  example,  such  current  news 
items  as  automobile  accidents,  nu- 
clear weapons  tests,  the  discovery 
of  a  new  medicine,  the  selection  of 
the  community  for  a  new  manufac- 
turing plant  site,  and  many  other 
types  of  news  items  might  present 
dramatic  possibilities  to  the  teacher. 
If  any  of  these  tie  in  directly,  or  in- 
directly with  the  lesson  subject  mat- 
ter the  teacher  might  dramatize  his 
presentation  by  assigning  the  subject 
to  various  students  or  by  basing  his 
class  questions  upon  the  subject  and 
then  showing  how  it  relates  to  the 
lesson  being  discussed. 

Consider  Class  Trips 

Another  possibility  connected  with 
current  human  events  is  for  the 
teacher  to  arrange  for  class  tours 
or  visits  to  important  points  of  in- 
terest in  the  community  whose  op- 
eration may  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  lesson  subject  matter. 

For  example,  a  visit  to  a  hospital 
may  not  only  focus  student  attention 
upon  their  own  blessings  which  so 
often  are  taken  for  granted,  but  also 
provide  rich  materials  for  classroom 
discussions  in  the  fields  of  health,  the 
power  of  faith  when  tied  solidly 
with  works,  and  how  truth  welds 
science  and  religion  together.  A  visit 
to  such  historic  centers  as  Temple 
Square,  for  example,  can  give  the 
student  a  picture  of  missionary  work 
in  action  and  provide  almost  un- 
limited materials  for  classroom  dis- 
cussion. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many 
possibilities  in  the  field  of  current 
human  interest  which  the  teacher, 
if  he  is  prepared  and  alert,  can 
utilize. 

3.  Comparison  with  student  ex- 
periences. Much  material  for  the 
dramatic  presentation  of  lesson  ob- 
jectives lies  in  the  field  of  the  stu- 


dent's own  experiences.  Almost  every 
subject  being  taught  in  the  rich  pro- 
gram of  Gospel  instruction  has  had 
some  relationship  or  some  spark  of 
similarity  in  the  life  experiences  of 
the  student.  The  alert  teacher  can 
tap  these  experiences  and  bring 
them  dramatically  into  the  classroom 
for  discussion.  This  method  ties  the 
lesson  subject  matter  into  the  lives 
of  the  students  and  does  much  to 
show  them  how  the  lessons  can  be 
vehicles  which  lead  them  to  more 
virtuous  living. 

There  Are  Many  Techniques 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many 
areas  into  which  the  teacher  can  look 
for  dramatic  ideas.  In  addition,  in 
his  own  presentation  he  can  bring 
suspense,  a  dramatic  question  or 
statement,  repetition  and  enthusiasm 
into  his  teaching  techniques.  All  of 
these  will  help  to  dramatize  his  pres- 
entation and  to  set  habit  patterns 
which  will  help  his  students  apply 
the  lesson  ideals  and  principles  to 
their  own  lives. 

The  teacher,  his  teaching  tech- 
nique, and  his  personality  lie  at  the 
very  foundation  of  the  dramatic  pres- 
entation. The  teacher's  function  is 
to  lead  his  students  into  the  learning 
process.  If  he  wishes  to  succeed, 
and  to  gain  the  rich  satisfactions  that 
come  from  this  success,  he  must  not 
consider  the  classroom  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  him  to  impress  his  students 
with  his  own  knowledge.  His  re- 
sponsibility is  to  develop  the  worth- 
while qualities,  virtues  and  skills 
that  lie  within  his  students  and  to 
motivate  them  to  action.  It  is  his 
divine  opportunity  to  touch  a  soul 
who  in  turn  may  touch  another  and 
another. 

He  must  never  forget,  as  Henry 
Brooks  Adams  once  said,  that  "A 
teacher  affects  eternity;  he  can  never 
tell  where  his  influence  stops."^ 


■''Adams,  Henry  Brooks,  The  Education  of  Henry 
Adams,  Chapter  20. 


GOSPEL  TEACHING 
I  REMEMBER  BEST 

(Concluded  from  page  355.) 

the  ward  and  invited  them  to  Sunday 
School.  One  friend  so  contacted 
joined  the  Church  and  is  now  in 
the  bishopric  of  Monument  Park 
Ward  (Salt  Lake  City). 

I  remember  with  admiration  the 
service  of  the  young  children  of  the 


Junior  Sunday  School  of  the  East 
Wichita  (Kansas)  Branch  who  be- 
came special  Sunday  School  mission- 
aries. They  drew  names  out  of  a 
large  pasteboard  model  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon;  and,  if  they  brought 
their  assigned  enlistment  member, 
they  sat  on  the  row  of  honor  the 
next  Sunday. 

I  watch  our  Sunday  School  mission 
board  members  now  traveling  each 


Sunday  hundreds  of  miles  to  sparse- 
ly-membered  areas,  to  serve  and 
bring  the  full  Sunday  School  pro- 
gram to  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the 
mission. 

Yes,  the  Sunday  School  is  a  school 
of  service;  and  I  am  grateful  that 
in  my  extreme  youth  I  was  taught 
the  sweetness  of  service  by  this  or- 
ganization of  Christ's  true  Church. 
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Suggested  Lesson  for  Stake  Conference 
Sunday    —    First  Quarter 

"As  a  Grain  of 
Mustard  Seed . . . 

By  William  P.  Miller 


Seeds  of  a  mustard  plant  are  among  the  smallest, 
yet  they  grow  rapidly  and  outstrip  other  herbs 
becoming  tree-like  in  heighth;  so,  one's  faith  in 
our   Lord    can   grow   until   great  works   can    be   done. 


99 


(To  the  teacher:  The  following  out- 
line is  suggested  for  a  uniform  lesson 
to  be  used  in  the  Senior  Sunday 
School  on  stake  conference  Sunday 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1957.  It  is 
assumed  that  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  classes  will  use  the  regular 
lessons  for  that  Sunday.  The  ward 
superintendent  should  have  deter- 
mined in  advance  the  number  of 
Sunday  School  classes  that  will  be 
held  on  stake  conference  Sunday  so 
the  teacher  will  be  able  to  plan  in 
advance  for  a  particular  age  group. 
It  is  not  intended  that  any  teacher 
will  follow  this  outline  in  detail.  The 
material  should  be  adapted  to  the 
situation  by  the  teacher.  It  may  be 
that  a  particular  section  of  this  out- 
line should  receive  special  emphasis 
in  your  ward.  However,  the  objective 
should  be  followed  as  stated.) 

THE  fourth  Article  of  Faith 
states  in  part,  "We  believe  that 
the  first  principles  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel  are:  first,  Faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  .  .  ."  Thus, 
faith,  as  the  first  principle  of  the 
Gospel,  has  great  importance  to  each 
member  of  the  Church. 

Objective:  To  develop  within  the 
members  of  the  class  a  clearer  un- 
derstanding of  the  nature  of  faith 
and  a  more  sincere  determination 
to  apply  this  principle  in  daily  living. 

What  is  faith? 

Webster's  Students  Dictionary  de- 
fines faif/i  as  follows:  "1.  Belief  in 
God,  or  in  his  existence,  power,  and 
fatherhood;  as,  to  make  a  profession 
of  faith.  2.  A  promise  or  pledge;  as, 
to  keep  faith  with  a  friend.  3.  Fi- 
delity; loyalty,  as,  to  believe  in  a 
man's  faith  and  honesty.  4.  A  sys- 
tem of  religious  beliefs;  as,  the  Chris- 


tian faith.  5.  Complete  confidence; 
trust;  as,  to  have  faith  in  one's  leader. 
6.  Belief  without  proof;  as,  to  take 
a  story  on  faith." 

From  this  definition  it  is  apparent 
that  the  word  "faith"  has  a  variety  of 
meanings  in  the  modern  English 
language.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
lesson  the  meanings  listed  as  num- 
bers 1,  5  and  6  are  most  acceptable 
although  further  refinement  of  this 
definition  is  necessary  for  a  complete 
understanding  of  the  word  as  it  per- 
tains to  the  first  principle  of  the 
Gospel. 

Elder  James  E.  Talmage  gives  a 
very  clear  distinction  between  belief, 
faith,  and  knowledge.  See  his 
Articles  of  Faith,  Chapter  5,  pages 
96-100.  The  teacher  should  very 
carefully  study  the  pages  referred  to 
before  attempting  to  define  "faith." 
The  importance  of  actual  faith  being 
an  active  part  of  the  feelings  of  an 
individual  is  stressed. 

What  is  the  foundation  of  faith? 

Elder  Talmage  states,  "The  foun- 
dation of  faith  in  God,  then,  is  a 
sincere  belief  in  or  knowledge  of 
Him  as  sustained  by  evidence  and 
testimony."^  The  paragraphs  pre- 
ceding this  statement  contain  the 
background  material  on  which  this 
statement  is  made.  The  examples 
listed  therein  should  be  presented 
to  the  class. 

What  is  the  power  of  faith? 

After  the  disciples  failed  to  heal 
the  boy  possessed  by  an  evil  spirit 
and  the  boy  was  brought  to  Jesus, 

iTalmage,  James  E.,  Articles  of  Faith,  p.   102. 


who  successfully  rebuked  the  devil, 
the  disciples  asked  why  they  failed. 
"And  Jesus  said  unto  them.  Because 
of  your  unbelief:  for  verily  I  say 
unto  you.  If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grain 
of  mustard  seed.  Ye  shall  say  unto 
this  mountain,  Remove  hence  to 
yonder  place;  and  it  shall  remove; 
and  nothing  shall  be  impossible  unto 
you."  {Matthew  17:20.) 

Ancient  and  modern  scriptures 
contain  numerous  references  to  the 
power  of  faith.  Elder  Talmage  dis- 
cusses this  topic  very  well  on  pages 
102-105  of  his  book.  He  further 
states  that  as  a  condition  of  faith  in 
God  a  man  must  endeavor  to  live 
in   accordance  with   His   teachings. 

Why  is  "faith"  the  first  principle 
of  the  Gospel? 

"Faith"  is  listed  as  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  the  Gospel  because  faith 
must  be  present  before  the  next  steps 
of  repentance  and  participation  in 
the  ordinances  can  take  place.  Faith 
is  essential  to  salvation  and  must 
exist  before  sincere  repentance  can 
take  place. 

What  is  the  relationship  between 
faith  and  works? 

Elder  Talmage  explains  this  rela- 
tionship in  an  excellent  way  on  pages 
107-108.  The  teacher  is  referred  to 
this  explanation. 

References: 

Articles  of  Faith  by  James  E.  Talmage, 
Chapter  5,  pages  96-108. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Gospel  by  Lowell 
L.  Bennion.  Pages  6-19.  (This  is  the  1957 
Sunday  School  Course  No.  17  manual. ) 

"The  Fourth  Article  of  Faith"  by  Spen- 
cer W.  Kimball,  The  Instructor,  April, 
1955,  pages  108-109. 
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The  Family  Hour 

They  Would 

Keep  the 

"Christ"  in 


Christmas" 

By  Audrey  Redding 
Photos  by  Author 
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THE  Perkins  family  —  children 
and  grandchildren  of  Bishop 
Edward  B.  Perkins  of  Westdale 
Ward,  Santa  Monica  (Calif.)  Stake, 
and  his  wife,  Ida— had  just  concluded 
a  Family  Hour  program.  All  the  men 
and  boys  trooped  down  into  the 
basement  playroom  to  put  the  elec- 
tric train  set  through  its  complicated 
maneuvers.  The  distaff  side  of  the 
family  remained  in  the  living  room. 

Ida  was  helping  her  two  married 
daughters  put  pajamas  on  their  little 
ones,  in  the  event  they  should  fall 
asleep  on  the  short  drive  to  their 
homes. 

"It's  time  to  be  planning  Chistmas 
again,"  she  said.  "This  year  has  gone 
so  fast,  I  can't  believe  that  the  holi- 
days are  almost  here." 

"Let's  have  our  Family  Hour  on 
Christmas  Eve  early  so  I  won't  be 
late  to  go  caroling  with  the  ward 
group,"  suggested  I6J2  -  year  -  old 
Connie. 

"We  can  start  right  after  dinner," 
her  mother  agreed.  .  "Of  course, 
you'll  all  be  here  for  the  Christmas 
Eve  dinner,  won't  you?"  she  asked 
her  daughters.  Ida  prefers  preparing 
the  traditional  holiday  feast  on 
Christmas  Eve  rather  than  on  Christ- 
mas day  when  visitors,  young  and 
old,  create  a  constant,  pleasant  con- 
fusion. 

"McKay  and  Kenny  won't  be  here, 
Mother,"  said  Collene  (eldest  of  the 
family,  now  Mrs.  McKay  Young  and 
mother  of  two-year-old  Kenny  and 
year-old  Sheri).  "They're  going  to 
visit  McKay's  folks  in  Oroville  and 
won't  be  back  until  late  in  the  eve- 
ning." 

"We'll   miss   them,   but   I'm   glad 


After  the  family  hour.  Bishop  Edward  B.  Perkins  accepted  an  assignment  of  a  Christmas 
Eve  message,  and  then  he  took  the  opportunity  of  giving  everyone  pre-yuletide  advice. 


they  will  have  a  Christmas  visit  with 
the  Youngs,"  Ida  said. 

"Will  we  pack  a  Christmas  box 
again  this  year?"  asked  Karen,  who 
is  second  oldest  in  the  Perkins  clan 
and  now  married  to  Dick  Faulkner. 
Karen  was  putting  blue  pajamas  on 
six-month-old  Scott,  a  roly-poly  bun- 
dle of  smiling  good  nature. 

"Certainly,"  replied  her  mother. 
"A  family  in  the  ward  lost  its  father 
last  month.  I  think  we  can  prepare 
a  Christmas  box  with  some  of  the 
things  the  children  might  not  get 
unless  their  friends  help." 

"When  I  make  my  dress  for  Christ- 
mas," said  Connie,  who  loves  to  sew, 
"I'm  going  to  make  one  for  a  friend 
of  mine  at  school  whose  mother  has 
been  sick  for  a  long  time." 

Ida  smiled  at  her  youngest  daugh- 
ter and  said,  "I  think  that's  very 
thoughtful,  Connie."  She  turned  to 
Karen. 

"Karen,  will  you  take  charge  of 
the  Family  Hour  program  for  Christ- 
mas Eve?" 

"I'd  love  to,"  was  the  young 
mother's  response.  "Did  you  have 
anything  special  in  mind?" 

"No,"  replied  Ida.  "You  choose 
the  songs  and  scriptures  and  stories 
you  like.  Remember,  of  course,  how 
important  Christmas  is  to  all  of  us 
and  select  something  that  will  re- 
mind us  of  the  real  reason  we 
celebrate  Christmas." 

"Will  we  do  as  we  always  do  and 
save  our  dinner  dessert  for  after  the 
Family  Hour  program?"  Collene 
wanted  to  know. 

"Yes,  I  think  that's  wise.  The 
smaller  children  don't  think  it's  Fam- 
ily Hour  unless  there  is  a  treat  at 


the  end,"  mother  said  and  the  girls 
laughed  in  agreement. 

"I'll  do  some  assigning  right  now, 
while  I  have  the  chance,"  decided 
Karen.  "Collene,  will  you  give  the 
Scripture  reading?  Something  from 
the  New  Testament?"  Then  she 
turned  to  her  younger  sister  who 
was  playing  with  tiny  Sheri.  "Connie, 
I'd  like  you  to  tell  us  the  story  of 
the  First  Christmas.  Do  you  know 
where  to  look  it  up?" 

"Sure,"  replied  Connie,  "I'll  get  it 
from  my  old  picture  book  of  the  life 
of  Christ.  It's  told  so  nicely  in  that, 
and  the  children  will  understand  it, 
too." 

"If  Connie  is  going  to  tell  about 
the  birth  of  Christ,  I'd  better  choose 
a  Scriptural  reading  about  a  little 
later  in  His  life.  Maybe  about  His 
being  taken  from  Judea  to  escape 
the  wicked  King  Herod  and  to  ful- 

(Concluded  on  page  370.) 


Wanting  to  be  prepared  Collene  practiced 
reading  from  New  Testament  about  Jesus, 
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They  Found  Their 
Prince  of  Hope 


By  Ramona  W.  Cannon 


With  awe  and  deep  reverence,  the  shepherds  gazed  at  the  babe. 


"ARRIVAL  OF 
TF  you  and  I  had  heard  the  message  the  angels 
had  given  those  Judean  shepherds  nearly 
two  thousand  years  ago,  would  we  have  hurried 
to  the  manger  where  the  Christ  Child  lay?  Would 
we  have  crowded  around  with  curiosity  and  per- 
haps told  of  the  wondrous  sights  we  had  seen? 
No  doubt  we  would  have  been  no  different  than 
the  shepherds  in  Henri  LeroUe's  painting  of  the 
arrival  of  the  shepherds,  which  hangs  in  the  mu- 
seum of  Carcassonne  in  Aude,  France. 

The  accounts  of  the  Savior's  birth  by  Matthew, 
Mark  and  John  do  not  even  mention  the  shep- 
herds. But  Luke's  far  more  detailed  story  of  the 
holy  birth  gives  a  real  meaning  and  a  symbolism 
to  the  role  of  the  men  "watching  their  flock  by 
night." 

Luke,  in  telling  of  the  birth  of  Jesvis,  gives 
clarity  to  the  mission  of  the  Divine  Child  when 
narrating  the  story  of  John  the  Baptist,  born  six 
months  before  Christ's  advent. 

When  the  Angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  the 
priest  Zacharias  and  told  him  that  his  wife,  Elisa- 
beth, "well  stricken  in  years,"'  was  to  bear  a  son, 
the  old  man  doubted.  "Whereby  shall  I  know 
this?"  he  asked.  As  evidence,  he  was  stricken 
dumb  ".  .  .  until  the  day  that  these  things  shall 
be  performed,  .  .  ."  (Luke  1:18,  20.) 

During  this  period  of  punishment,  a  time  of 
soul-searching  and  silent  communion  with  God, 
Zacharias  was  taught  much  by  the  Spirit.  When 
the  curse  was  removed,  after  the  birth  of  his  son, 
he  burst  forth  into  poetic  words  of  power  and 
prophecy,  which  illuminate  the  mission  of  Jesus 
and  John's  part  in  it.  (See  Luke  1:68,  69,  76,  77, 
79.) 

This  mission  of  Jesus  most  of  the  Jews  were 
to  reject. 

In  Luke's  account  of  the  shepherds  is  given 
further  enlightenment  on  the  work  Jesus  was  to 
do  in  mortality. 

"For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  ...  a  Saviour, 
which  is  Christ  the  Lord."  (Luke  2:8-11.) 

Then  they  heard  a  heavenly  host  saying,  "Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good 
will  toward  men."  (Luke  2:14.) 

Then,  when  they  went  hastily  to  Bethlehem 
and  found  Mary,  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe  lying 
in  a  manger,  they  ".  .  .  made  [it]  known  abroad 
.  .  ."  (Luke  2:17.) 

So,  we  see,  it  was  to  the  humble  shepherds 


THE    SHEPHERDS" 

that  the  scope  of  the  mission  of  Jesus  "unto  all 
people"  was  revealed.  This  concept  was  to  shock 
the  orthodox  Jew. 

And  were  not  the  shepherds  themselves,  ".  .  . 
keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by  night,  .  .  ." 
symbolical  of  the  adult  Jesus?  The  Good  Shep- 
herd urged  his  beloved  apostles  to  ".  .  .  feed  my 
sheep?" 

To  the  shepherds  also  was  given  a  knowledge 
of  the  intent  of  heaven  toward  earth  in  sending 
the  Redeemer,  which  was,  to  bring  about  "peace, 
good  will  toward  men." 

Moreover,  these  lowly  tenders  of  flocks,  when 
they  published  abroad  what  they  had  seen  and 
heard,  became  the  first  missionaries  to  preach 
about  Jesus. 

Lerolle's  picture  is  a  realistic,  rather  than 
idealistic,  conception  of  the  place  of  the  nativity 
and  the  actual  people  who  were  the  participants. 

The  spectator  stands  in  a  very  large,  dimly- 
lighted  cave.  Tree  trunks  serve  as  rafters  and 
columns,  and  thatch  protrudes  from  the  crevices 
of  the  roof,  and  sunlight  comes  through  an 
opening. 

The  entrance  is  almost  blocked  by  boulders 
and  debris.  The  shepherds  must  have  entered 
through  an  opening  in  the  rear. 

The  shepherds  do  not  boldly  intrude  upon 
this  scene  of  heavenly  peace.  They  unobtrusively 
gaze  upon  the  Holy  Family  from  a  distance, 
somewhat  screened  by  the  pillars.  Notice  one 
shepherd  lifting  his  hand  in  awe,  and  one  standing 
on  tip-toe,  the  better  to  see  and  grasp  this  holy 
miracle.  How  human  these  reactions  are!  How 
lovely  is  the  face  of  Mary,  a  face  that  might 
belong  to  a  humble  girl,  spiritualized  and  beau- 
tified! 

This  picture  inspires  awe  and  deep  reverence. 

Henry  LeroUe  was  born  in  Paris  in  1848  and 
died  in  1929.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Paris  National  Society  of  Beaux  Arts.  In 
1899  he  was  decorated  by  the  "Legion  of  Honor," 
and  was  one  of  the  judges  of  art  at  the  World 
Exposition  in  Paris.  In  1900  he  received  a  gold 
medal.  He  has  painted  outstanding  portraits  as 
well  as  many  famous  religious  and  historical 
pictures. 

Some  of  his  originals  hang  in  galleries  in  Bos- 
ton, New  York  and  Minneapolis. 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 
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Arrival  of 
the  Shepherds 


Painting  by  Henri  Lerolle 

Reproduced  by  courtesy  of  the  Museum  of  Caixassonne, 
Carcassonne,  Aude,  France 


"And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  angels  were 
gone  away  from  them  into  heaven, 
the  shepherds  said  one  to  another,  Let 
us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this 
thing  which  is  come  to  pass,  which 
the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us. 


"Anci  they  came  with  haste,  and  found 
Mary,  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe  lying 
in  a  manger,'' 

— Luke  2:  15,  16 
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Flannelboard  Story 


And  There  Were 
Shepherds 


By  Marie  R  Felt 


They  found  the  babe  lying  in  a  manger. 


"And  there  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds 
abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by 
night. 

"And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them, 
and  .  .  .  said  unto  them.  Fear  not  .  .  .  for  unto  you  is 
born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is 

Christ  the  Lord"  —Luke  2:8-11. 

HA.VE  you  ever  thought  that  you  would  Hke  to  be 
someone  different  than  who  you  are?  I  have,  and 
if  I  could,  I  should  like  to  have  been  a  shepherd 
on  that  very  first  Christmas  night.  Would  you  like  to 
know  why? 

For  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  years  people  had 
been  looking  for  Jesus,  the  son  of  God,  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  come  to  this  earth.  They  didn't  know  when 
that  would  be,  nor  just  how  He  would  come,  but  they 
did  know  that  He  would,  for  our  Heavenly  Father  had 
said  so. 

One  night,  on  the  hillside,  just  outside  Bethlehem, 
as  the  shepherds  "were  keeping  watch  over  their  flock," 
a  great  light  suddenly  appeared  in  the  sky.  It  was  a 
bright  light,  brighter  than  any  light  that  they  had  ever 
seen  before.  As  they  looked  at  it  in  great  wonderment 
and  awe,  they  were  still  more  surprised  to  see  an  angel 
there.   They  were  very  much  afraid. 

"And  the  angel  said  unto  them.  Fear  not:  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
shall  be  to  all  people. 

"For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David 
a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

"And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall  find 
the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a 
manger."  (Luke  2:10-12.) 

Then,  as  if  to  impress  them  further  with  the  great- 
ness and  importance  of  this  message,  many,  many  more 
angels  appeared.  All  of  them  began  singing  and  prais- 
ing God,  saying,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  (Luke  2:14. )  [End 
of  Scene  I.] 

One  of  our  Christmas  carols  tells  us  this  message, 
too.    It  says  (sing  it): 

Hark!  the  herald  angels  sing 
Glory  to  the  new-born  King! 
Peace  on  earth  and  mercy  mild, 
God  and  sinners  reconciled! 
Joyful,  all  ye  nations,  rise; 
Join  the  triumph  of  the  skies; 


With  the  angelic  host  proclaim 
Christ  is  born  in  Bethlehem! 
Hark!  the  herald  angels  sing 
Glory  to  the  new-born  King! 

Just  as  soon  as  the  angels  had  gone  away,  the 
shepherds  said  one  to  another,  ".  .  .  Let  us  now  go 
even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come 
to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  to  us."  ( Luke 
2:15.)  So  they  did.  They  were  not  afraid  to  leave 
their  sheep  to  go  to  Bethlehem  as  the  angel  had  said. 
They  knew  that  God  wanted  them  to  go  and  at  such 
an  important  time  would  protect  their  sheep  so  that 
no  harm  would  come  to  them. 

Quickly,  through  the  quiet  and  peaceful  night,  the 
shepherds  hurried  toward  the  little  tpwn.  They  seemed 
to  know  exactly  where  to  go.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
clean  and  humble  stable,  they  saw  the  baby  Jesus  of 
whom  the  angel  had  told  them.  They  also  saw  Mary, 
His  mother,  and  Joseph,  who  was  taking  such  good 
care  of  them  both. 

So  that  Mary  and  Joseph  would  know  why  they 
had  come  at  such  a  strange  hour,  they  told  of  the 
angels  and  the  great  and  wonderful  things  they  had 
seen  and  heard  on  the  hillside  just  a  short  time  before. 
[End  of  Scene  II.] 

Not  content  to  just  tell  Mary  and  Joseph,  the 
shepherds  told  others  on  their  way  back  to  the  sheep. 
In  fact,  they  told  everyone  who  would  listen.  "And 
all  they  that  heard  it  wondered  at  those  things  which 
were  told  them  by  the  shepherds."  (Luke  2:18.)  [End 
of  Scene  III.] 

It  was  a  night  so  wonderful  that  never  in  all  their 
lives  would  these  humble  shepherds  forget  it.  They 
were  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  He  had  been 
so  kind  as  to  send  His  angels  to  tell  them  about  the 
baby  Jesus  and  also  that  they  had  seen  Him.  They 
were  grateful,  too,  that  at  last  the  thing  that  everyone 
in  all  the  world  had  waited  for  so  long  had  come  to  pass. 

This  was  the  first  Christmas  in  all  the  world  and 
baby  Jesus  was  the  very  first  Christmas  gift.  He  was 
our  Heavenly  Father's  Christmas  gift  to  all  of  us. 

One  of  the  loveliest  songs  that  has  ever  been  written 
tells  us  of  this  first  wonderful  Christmas  night.  If  you 
know  it,  perhaps  you  would  like  to  sing  it  with  me: 

Silent  night!  Holy  night!  All  is  calm;  all  is  bright 
Round  yon  virgin  mother  and  Child,  Holy  Infant,  so 

tender  and  mild. 
Sleep  in  heavenly  peace;  sleep  in  heavenly  peace. 
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Silent  night!   Holy  night!    Shepherds  quake  at  the  sight! 
Glories  stream  from  heaven  afar;   heavenly  hosts   sing 

alleluia; 
Christ,  the  Savior,  is  born!    Christ,  the  Savior,  is  born! 

Silent  night!   Holy  night!    Son  of  God,  loves  pure  light, 
Radiant  beams  from  Thy  holy  face,  with  the  dawn  o£ 

redeeiTiing  grace, 
Jesus,  Lord,  at  thy  birth,  Jesus,  Lord,  at  thy  birth. 

Would   you   like  to   have   been   a   shepherd,   too? 
[End  of  Scene  IV.] 

References: 

Luke  2:1-20. 

Story   Use: 

In  all  departments  where  the  lessons  deal  with  the  birth 
of  Christ. 

Picture: 

Standard  Pubhshing  Co.  Picture  No.  497 — "Arrival  of  the 

Shepherds." 
Center  spread  picture  of  this  issue. 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story 

Characters  and   Props  Needed   for  this  Presentation   Are: 

The  hills  of  Judea  at  night. 

Dark- blue  flannel  to  represent  a  night  sky. 

Gold  or  yellow  colored  flannel  to  represent  a  great,  bright 

light. 
An  angel  who  will  appear  in  the  bright  light. 
.    A  multitude  of  angels  singing. 
Several  shepherds  of  various  ages. 
A  few  sheep. 


Mary. 

Joseph. 

Baby  Jesus. 

Friends  of  the  shepherds  to  whom  the  glad  news  was  told. 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  Use  a  dark-blue  sky  with  a  few  stars  in  it.  Add 
the  hillsides  of  Judea. 

Action:  The  shepherds  are  seen  guarding  their  flocks  by 
night.  Suddenly  a  great  light  appears  and  an  angel 
is  seen.  He  tells  of  Jesus'  birth  and  where  He  may 
be  found.  A  multitude  of  angels  appear;  all  are  singing 
praises  to  God,  our  Heavenly  Father. 


Scene  II: 


Scenery:    Display  an  interior  of  the  stable, 
and  Baby  Jesus  are  shown  here. 


Mary,  Joseph 


Action:  The  shepherds  appear  and  tell  Mary  and  Joseph 
of  the  angel's  message  and  praises. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Use  an  outdoor  scene  at  night  with  Judean  hills 
in  the  background.  Shepherds  are  seen  on  the  road, 
returning  to  their  sheep. 

Action:    Shepherds  meet  friends  and  tell  them  of  Jesus'  birth. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery:    Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Shepherds  are  once  more  seen,  guarding  their 
sheep.  They  talk  in  groups  of  happenings  of  the 
night.  As  they  do  so,  sing  the  Christmas  carol  "Silent 
Night,  Holy  Night." 


THE   FAMILY  yOUR 
(Concluded  from  page  367.) 


fill  the  prophecy  that  the  Messiah 
would  come  out  of  Egypt,"  said 
Collene. 

"That  would  be  fine,"  Karen 
agreed. 

A  clatter  on  the  stairs  heralded 
the  return  of  the  men  of  the  family, 
led  by  Nick,  12,  bounding  up  three 
steps  at  a  time  and  racing  for  baby 
Scott,  who  laughed  delightedly  to 
see  his  youthful  uncle. 

Four-year-old  Tony,  youngest  of 
the  bishop's  children,  appeared  next, 
with  his  father  boosting  him  up  the 
last  four  steps.  Father  was  followed 
by  Dick  and  McKay,  the  latter  carry- 
ing his  happy  two-year-old  son, 
Kenny. 

"We've  got  Christmas  Eve  all 
planned!"  said  Connie. 

"Not  quite,"  Karen  contradicted. 
"I  haven't  assigned  anything  to 
Daddy,  yet,  and  I  think  he  ought  to 
give  us  a  Christmas  message." 

"Consider  the  assignment  made," 
said  her  father.  "Maybe  it  would 
also  be  a  good  idea  to  give  you  a 


pre-Christmas  message.  I'm  afraid 
that  some  of  us  wait  until  Christmas 
day  to  get  out  our  Christmas  man- 
ners. I  hope  that  during  the  next 
few  weeks,  while  we  are  preparing 
for  the  holidays,  we  will  remember 
that  Christmas  is  the  day  we  com- 
memorate the  Savior's  birth." 

The  family  was  silent  for  a  mo- 
ment, then  Karen  said,  "We'll  try 
to  remember.  Daddy."  She  turned 
to  her  young  husband.  "Dick,  you 
are  hereby  assigned  to  open  our 
Christmas  Eve  Family  Hour  with 
prayer." 

"No,  I  want  to!"  cried  Tony. 

"You  may  close  the  program  with 
prayer,"  his  sister  decided. 

"No,  I  want  to!"  cried  Nick,  teas- 
ing his  younger  brother. 

"Don't  worry,  I'll  find  something 
for  you  to  do  on  the  program,"  his 
sister  said,  giving  his  crew-cut  a 
pat. 

»       e       » 

Ed  and  Ida  Perkins  stood  at  the 
door  watching  as  their  married 
daughters  gathered  up  babies  and 


belongings  and,  with  their  husbands, 
left  for  home.  Behind  the  couple, 
their  young  sons  were  wrestling  on 
the  floor  and  their  youngest  daugh- 
ter was  clearing  away  the  "treat" 
dishes. 

"We  have  another  reason  to  be 
thankful  at  Christmastime  this  year," 
Ida  mused.  "We  have  a  grandson 
who  wasn't  with  us  last  year."  She 
waved  to  young  Scott,  whose  mother 
made  a  waving  motion  with  his 
pudgy  hand  as  their  car  drove  off. 

"We  have  so  much  to  be  thankful 
for,"  answered  the  bishop,  "Most 
important  is  the  fact  that  our  girls 
and  their  husbands  want  to  be  with 
us.  I  don't  think  there's  a  day  that 
they  don't  call  or  come  over,  is 
there?" 

"No,"  replied  Ida,  "and  that  makes 
me  as  happy  as  it  does  you." 

They  stood  for  a  moment  more, 
silently  counting  their  blessings  and 
thinjcing  of  the  coming  holidays, 
hopeful  that  they  and  theirs  would 
keep  the  "Christ"  in  "Christmas." 
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Thctj  found  the  Mothet-  and  Babe. 


FLANNELBOARD    FIGURES    FOR    "AND    THERE    WERE    SHEPHERDS' 


Drawings  by  Dorothy  Handley. 


Books  for  Lesson  Enrichment 


Where  Can  Data  Be  Gathered? 


By  Minnie  E.  Anderson 


W, 


Helpful  for 

Genealogical 

Training 


^'Research  in  American  Genealogy 
by  E.  Kay  Kirkham,  Deseret  Book 
Company,  price  $4. 

Another  helpful  book  for  genea- 
logical training! 

The  "what  to  do"  and  "how  to  do 
it"  are  the  basic  elements  of  this 
book.  The  author  delves  into  the 
numerous  sources  from  which  gen- 
ealogical data  may  be  gathered,  and 
gives  valuable  information  to  the 
beginning  researcher  concerning 
each  separate  source. 


FOR    GOSPEL    TEACHING 

'^Bible  and  Sword  by  Barbara  W. 
Tuchman,  New  York  University 
Press,  price  $5. 

Since  ancient  times,  Palestine  has 
been  a  frequent  battlefield.  Its 
strategic  position  caused  it  to  be 
overrun"  and  conquered  by  many 
peoples. 

Why  did  Great  Britain  at  the 
close  of  World  War  I,  issue  a  decla- 
ration which  stated  that  Israel  was 
to  be  restored  and  that  Palestine 
was  to  be  a  home  for  the  Jews? 

Palestine  "lay  across  the  road  to 
India"  so  the  sword  was  used  many 
times  by  Great  Britain  to  battle 
with  rivals  who  sought  to  close  this 
strategic  road.  The  strong  belief  of 
the  English  people  in  the  Bible  and 
the  prophecies  concerning  the  re- 
turn of  the  Jews  no  doubt  made 
Britain  feel  duty  bound  to  assist 
in  the  fulfillment  of  those  prophe- 
cies, the  book  points  out. 

This  book  is  very  good  reading 
for  those  who  enjoy  history  and  the 
thrill  of  learning  new  facts;  also, 
it  is  excellent  background  material 
for  ecclesiastical  history. 


A  Moving 

Book 
of  Pictures 


►A  Look  at  Mormonism  by  Ben- 
jamin Alward,  Deseret  Book  Com- 
pany, price  $4. 

You'll  prize  this  tremendous,  mov- 
ing book  of  the  Church  in  pictures. 
You  will  marvel  how  Brother  Al- 
ward has  been  able  to  give  so 
complete  a  summation  of  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  Mormon  Church 
in  all  its  facets  as  you  find  in  this 
delightful  book.  Helpful  to  teachers 
of  Church  history. 


►"Parents'  Ideals  in  a  World  of 
Shifting  Values"  by  Gunnar  Dyb- 
wad.  Child  Study  Magazine,  Fall 
Edition,  price  65  cents. 


FOR    PARENTS 

The  past  century  has  brought 
numerous  changes  in  family  life. 
"Parent  education  is  becoming  as 
much  a  part  of  the  American  scene 


as  health  education  became  decades 
ago,"  the  author  writes.  Expert  ad- 
vice, in  advanced  methods  and  tech- 
niques of  child  training,  is  provided. 


All  His 

Resources 

in  God's 

Service 


FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRIS  -  12  TO  16 

>^Brigham  Young  by  Olive  W.  Burt; 
Julian  Messner,  Inc.;  price  $2.95. 

Olive  W.  Burt  for  years  has  been 
a  prominent  feature  writer  and  edi- 
tor for  both  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune 
and  the  Deseret  News.  She  is  also 
the  author  of  several  successful 
books  for  young  people.  Mrs.  Burt 
has  presented  with  clarity  and  truth- 
fulness the  deep  motivating  spirit  of 


Brigham  Young  and  the  Mormon 
people. 

She  has  written  a  memorable  story 
of  a  great  man  who  used  all  his 
human  resources  in  the  service  of 
God  and  his  fellow  men.  Brigham 
Young  never  wavered.  In  the  face 
of  insurmountable  problems  his  faith 
and  courage  carried  him  through 
to  victory. 

We  learn  from  the  book  that  Brig- 
ham Young  as   a  youth  could  not 


372 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


accept  the  teachings  of  the  sectarian 
ministers  around  Mendon,  New 
York.  He  was  searching  for  some- 
thing  deeper,   more   soul-satisfying. 

When  his  brother,  Phineas,  brought 
him  a  Book  of  Mormon  left  by 
Samuel  H.  Smith,  to  read  and  testi- 
fied  to   its   divine   origin,    Brigham 


Young  promised  to  read  it.  He 
studied  it  for  two  years  with  his 
friend  Heber  C.  Kimball.  The  book 
fulfilled  his  spiritual  desires  and 
needs.  He  felt  in  tune  with  its 
teachings.  He  liked  the  doctrine 
that  earth  life  for  man  was  only  a 
small  part  of  God's  eternal  plan  for 
his  progression. 


The  book  gives  special  emphasis 
to  Brigham  Young's  peculiar  fitness 
as  a  great  spiritual  leader.  His  fore- 
sight and  ingenuity  as  a  colonizer 
was  responsible  for  the  quick  growth 
of  the  Intermountain  West. 

The  book  is  excellent  background 
material  for  Church  history  classes. 


^The  Inside  Story  by  Robert  J. 
Donovan,  published  by  Harper  and 
Brothers,  price  $4.95. 

The  author  has  made  a  compila- 
tion, couched  in  readable  terms,  of 
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the  accomplishments,  aims,  and 
hopes  of  President  Dwight  D.  Eisen- 
hower and  his  associates  of  the  pres- 
ent administration. 

The    reader    becomes    personally 
acquainted  with  the  men  and  prob- 


lems of  our  government.  A  vast 
amount  of  information  concerning 
the  affairs  of  state  is  contained  in 
the  book  and  a  greater  understand- 
ing of  the  activities  within  the 
White  House. 


nt  Christmas 


HIS    STAR 

star  blazed  high,  proclaimed  His  birth. 
It  shone  on  potentates,  on  desert  sands. 
On  beggars'  out-stretched  palms,  on  ocean  surf 
And  beamed  on  canopies  of  roving  bands. 

It  lighted  peasant  windows  with  its  gleam 
Of  heaven's  beauty  and  with  brilliant  ray 

Awakened  shepherds  from  their  watchful  dream; 
And  they  heard  joyous  angel  songs  that  day; 

Such  songs  as  "Peace  on  Earth"  for  Christ  is  born; 

Angelic  strains  of  masterful  design. 
That  Star  brought  hope  on  Western  lands  that  morn; 

They,  too,  beheld  a  Prophet's  promised  sign. 

A  star.  His  star,  spread  glory  on  the  earth; 
Proclaimed  our  Master,  Lord  and  Savior's  birth. 

—Dora  Toone  Brough. 


FOR   THOUGHTS   OF   JOY 


PHRISTMAS  is  not  only  the  mile- 
mark  of  another  year,  moving  up 
to  thoughts  of  self-examination,  it 
is  a  season  suggesting  thoughts  of 
joy.  A  man  dissatisfied  with  his 
endeavors  is  a  man  tempted  to  sad- 


ness. And  in  the  midst  of  winter 
when  life  runs  lowest,  he  is  reminded 
of  the  empty  chairs  of  his  beloved; 
it  is  well  that  he  should  be  con- 
demned to  this  fashion  of  the  smiling 
face.  —Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 


,         CHRISTMAS* 

■jyf  AY  the  forgiving  spirit  of  Him  to  whom  we  dedicate  this  season  prevail 

again  on  earth. 
May  hateful  persecution  and  wanton  aggression  cease. 
May  man  live  in  freedom  and  security,  worshipping  as  he  sees  fit,  loving 

his  fellow  man. 
May  the  sanctity  of  the  home  be  ever  preserved. 
May  peace,  everlasting  peace,  reign  supreme. 


'^Sunshine  Magazine,  Vol.  24,  December,  page  9. 


CHRISTMASTIME 

AT  Christmastime,  these  are  the  things  I  know: 

Fragrance  of  pine;  air  frosted,  keen  with  snow; 
Laughter  of  children,  raised  in  glad  surprise; 
Breathless  expectancy;  the  smiling  eyes 
Of  friends  with  gifts,  white-clad  and  ribbon-tied; 
Odor  of  good  things  cooking.   There  abide 
The  dearest  things  I  know  in  all  the  earth: 
Home,  and  the  loved  ones,  friendship,  song  and  mirth. 

—Author  Unknown. 


USE  FOR  OLD  CHRISTMAS 
CARDS 

/^UR  military  brother-in-law  would 
gather  up  all  the  Christmas  wrap- 
pings, ribbons  and  tags  and,  with 
dispatch,  burn  them  up  Christmas 
morning.  Our  sister,  his  wife,  had 
a  hard  job  keeping  hold  of  the 
Christmas  cards  a  little  longer. 

What  do  you  do  with  your  old 
Christmas  cards? 

Hospitals  are  glad  to  receive 
them.  Convalescent  children  make 
scrapbooks  of  them. 

I  used  to  keep  a  few  precious  ones. 
I  am  glad  I  did  as  some  of  the 
senders  have  passed  on.  Photo  cards 
I  put  in  our  album.  Some  of  last 
year's  cards  I  cut  up  and  use  for 
stickers  and  luscious  decorations  for 
this  year's  packages. 

I  struck  a  real  bonanza  when  I 
made  bookmarks  of  them  for  our 
ward  library.  I  trimmed  them  up 
and  put  inside  different  volumes. 
Just  let  me  find  a  turned  down  page 
now! 

— E.  C.  McCrimmon. 
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To  Help  Them  Know 


Drawing  by  Dick  Carter. 

The  hoy  looked  up  and  saw  ten  pennies. 

Teaches  Tithing  Effectively 

PHILDREN  in  South  Highland 
Park  Ward  Junior  Sunday  School, 
Highland  Stake,  Salt  Lake  City,  are 
learning  the  meaning  of  tithing  by 
means  of  an  effective  story  prepared 
by  their  teachers. 

A  little  booklet  was  given  to  each 
child.  The  cover  of  the  booklet 
shows  a  child  looking  at  a  tree.  The 
tree  has  one  real  penny  on  it  and 
drawings  of  nine  other  pennies. 

Inside  is  the  story.  It  tells  how 
our  Father  in  heaven  gave  one  of 
his  children  a  seed  to  plant.  He 
told  the  boy:  "Nine-tenths  of  all 
you  grow  shall  be  yours,  but  one- 
tenth  of  your  harvest  must  be  given 
back  to  me."  The  seed  was  cared 
for;  a  little  sprout  popped  up,  and 
it  grew  and  grew  until  it  became  a 
tree. 

The  boy  cared  for  the  tree  and 
watched  over  it.  One  day  when 
the  tree  had  ten  buds,  he  went  to 
the  tree  and  discovered  that  the 
buds  were  opening,  and  that  the 
bright  blossoms  peeping  through 
were  actually  pennies.  Let  us  tell 
you  the  rest  of  the  story  as  it  is 
told  to  the  children: 

"As  the  boy  stood  admiring  his 
tree,  a  man  with  a  pony  cart  came 
by,  and  the  boy  picked  a  penny 
blossom  from  the  tree  and  gave  it  to 
the  man  for  a  ride.  After  the  ride 
was  over,  he  was  both  hungry  and 
thirsty  so  he  took  two  more  pennies 
and  bought  a  pie  and  a  glass  of 
good,  cold  milk. 

"As  he  was  eating,  a  lady  came 
along  with  a  little  puppy  in  her 
arms.  The  little  boy  looked  at  the 
puppy  and  said,  'Oh,  I  would  like 
a  puppy  to  play  with!'  and  the  lady 

374 


Conducted  by   Wallace  G.  Bennett 


sold  him  the  puppy.  But  it  took 
almost  all  of  the  pennies  from  the 
tree  to  buy  it.  The  child  and  the 
puppy  played  together  all  the  day, 
but  in  the  afternoon  a  man  came 
down  the  street  with  a  big  bunch 
of  balloons.  The  balloons  were 
filled  with  gas  to  make  them  stay 
up  in  the  air,  and  they  were  many 
different  colors.  1  would  like  one 
of  those,'  the  boy  said,  and  he 
reached  up  for  a  penny  to  buy  one. 

"As  the  boy  stretched  up  to  get 
the  penny,  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  penny  speak  to  him.  1  am  the 
last  penny  on  your  tree,'  the  penny 
said.  Are  you  really  going  to  spend 
me  for  a  balloon?  Don't  you  re- 
member the  law  that  your  Heavenly 
Father  gave  you?  All  the  other  nine 
pennies  were  yours  because  you 
earned  them  by  caring  for  your 
tree,  but  I  am  the  only  penny  left  — 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  me?' 

"The  boy  answered,  'Now  I  re- 
member! My  Father  told  me  that 
one-tenth  of  all  I  earned  was  to  be 
returned  to  Him,  to  help  me  re- 
member that  He  gives  us  all  our 
blessings.'  And  he  picked  the  last 
penny  and  took  it  to  his  Heavenly 
Father's  house." 

Included  in  the  booklet  is  this 
note  to  the  parents:  "In  order  to 
help  our  children  fully  understand 
the  meaning  of  tithing,  we  suggest 
that  you  let  them  earn  a  real  penny 
to  put  in  place  of  the  paper  pennies; 
then  let  them  bring  these  booklets 
back  next  Fast  Sunday  and  let  them 
pay  the  real  penny  for  tithing." 
#     »     » 

Recordings  Add  Interest 

T  ESSONS  come  to  life  when  class 
members  take  the  parts  of  prom- 
inent characters  in  the  lessons.  Harry 
F.  Thacker,  teacher  of  The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  Ancient  Times 
Sunday  School  class  in  Richland  Sec- 
ond Ward,  Richland  (Wash.)  Stake, 
has  written  several  lessons  in  story 
form.  Using  class  members  as  char- 
acters,  he   had   each  narrative    re- 


corded with  tape  during  the  week. 
The  following  Sunday  the  tape  was 
played  during  the  class.  Attention 
and  interest  have  been  excellent  for 
these  special  tape  recordings. 

Brother  Thacker  feels  that  the 
students  really  learned  more  by 
going  over  the  script  a  few  times 
before  the  recordings  were  made 
than  they  would  have  learned  in 
class. 

One  of  his  narratives  is  entitled 
"Paul  Appeals  to  Caesar."  Its  cast 
includes  four  boys  and  two  girls. 
The  characters  are  Paul  the  Apostle 
Festus,  the  governor  at  Caesarea 
King  Agrippa;  narrator;  slave  girl, 
and  Seret,  the  Roman  Christian. 
The  narrative  gives  the  scriptural 
account  of  Paul's  great  testimony  be- 
fore Agrippa  and  Festus,  his  hazard- 
ous journey  to  Rome  and  his  im- 
prisonment there. 


Eliminates  Announcements 

A  printed  program  in  the  Albu- 
querque (N.M.)  Second  Branch 
Sunday  School,  lists  the  complete 
program  for  the  Sunday  School  and 
gives  the  branch  presidency's  an- 
nouncements for  the  week.  Because 
of  this  program,  it  is  not  necessary 
for  announcements  to  be  made,  ei- 
ther of  the  Sunday  School  worship 
service,  closing  exercises  or  branch 
activities.     Much   valuable    time   is 

saved. 

*     #     # 

On  Solid  Ground? 

CUPERINTENDENT  A.  Richards 
*^  Durham  of  Davis  (Utah)  Stake 
Sunday  Schools,  has  prepared  an 
illustration  entitled,  "As  a  teacher 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God  —  are  you 
standing  on  Sohd  Ground?" 

It  shows  good  teaching  is  based 
on  reliance  on  the  Lord's  help  in 
prayer,  and  in  prayer  meeting;  being 
continuously  alert  for  ways  of  mak- 
ing teaching  more  effective  and 
avoiding   "Saturday   night   prepara- 
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(The  Instructor  would  like  some 
interesting  ideas  that  have  proved 
helpful  in  obtaining  better  reverence 
in  our  meetinghouses.) 


1  ofTi  nol  a  "law  unio 
yselt."  I  am  in  hormony 
ith  the  lord's  progroni. 


1  am  conlinuously  on  the 
alen  tor  ways  of  making 
my  leoching  more  effec 
rive. 


I  recognize  my  reliance 
on  the  Lord  end  seek  His 
help— alone  and  olso  with 
my  fellow  workers. 


IJiawiiTj  bv  nick  Carter. 


"As  a  teacher  in  the  Kingdom  of  God- 
are    you     standing     on     Solid    Ground?" 


tion,  being  in  harmony  with  the 
Lord's  program,  wilHng  to  subscribe 
to  and  read  The  Instructor  and  not 
being  a  law  unto  myself;  and  doing 
effective  enlistment  work  looking  on 
'those  in  my  care  as  children  of 
God,  seeking  them  out.' " 


How  Would  You  Answer? 

<*"\170ULD  you  be  happy  if  one 
of  your  friends  who  did  not 
belong  to  the  Church  came  to  the 
bishop  and  said  he  would  not  be 
back  to  the  Mormon  Sunday  School 
because  of  the  lack  of  order  and 
reverence?" 

This  was  the  question  posed  by 
Bishop  George  W.  Poulsen,  Jr.,  of 
Monument  Park  Third  Ward  (Salt 
Lake  City)  at  Sunday  School  recent- 
ly. Naturally  the  members  of  the 
congregation  agreed  that  such  a 
situation  would  make  them  sad. 
Bishop  Poulsen  got  a  commitment 
from  them  that  they  wanted  the 
various  services  to  be  so  conducive 
to  worship  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  could  be  present  and  that  visi- 
tors from  any  church  would  feel 
they  wanted  to  stay  and  come  again. 

Bishop  Poulsen  said  one  of  his 
acquaintances  had  recently  been  in 
the  East  and  had  visited  some  large 
Protestant  churches.  This  man  was 
impressed  with  the  reverence,  but 
also  remarked  about  the  lack  of 
young  people  in  the  congregations. 
Bishop  Poulsen  commented  that  in 
our  Church  people  of  all  ages  are 
welcome,  especially  teenagers  and 
other  young  people,  and  declared 
his  belief  that  we  can  achieve  rev- 
erence in  our  congregations  made 
up  of  people  of  all  ages. 


*     * 


Organizes  for  Enlistment  Work 

'T'EACHERS  and  administrators 
can  take  a  leaf  from  the  book 
of  South  Idaho  Falls  (Idaho)  Stake 
Sunday  Schools  when  it  comes  to 
enlistment  work.  Superintendent 
Ray  T.  Jacobs  and  Leonard  Gilles- 
pie assistant  stake  superintendent 
in  charge  of  enlistment  work,  are 
helping  everyone  concerned  know 
exactly  how  the  program  operates. 

Brother  Gillespie  and  his  associ- 
ates reproduced  on  one  chart  an 
exact  page  from  the  roll  book.  An- 
other chart  was  made  showing  the 
recommended  class  organization. 
The  use  of  these  charts  made  it 
easy  to  explain  the  program. 

In  each  ward  faculty  meeting  a 
demonstration  was  given  on  how  to 
mark  the  rolls,  together  with  an  ex- 
planation of  the  method  of  calling 
class  officers  to  serve.  This  was  done 
after  the  program  had  been  pre- 
sented   to    the    stake    board,    ward 


L£TSG0  8«:k^ 
AND  GO  then/ 


mm.h 


Assistant    Stake    Sunday    School    Superin- 
tendent  Leonard    Gillespie   shows    charts. 

superintendents  and  bishopric  mem- 
bers in  charge  of  Sunday  Schools. 

The  stake  superintendency,  on  re- 
quest, also,  has  presented  the  pro- 
gram before  the  entire  Sunday 
Schools  of  several  wards. 

As  follow-up  work  for  each  de- 
partment in 'preparation  meeting,  a 
chart  has  been  prepared  to  show 
the  advancement  of  enlistment  work 
done  by  each  teacher.  Figures  for 
this  are  taken  from  the  monthly 
reports.  This  has  increased  the  in- 
terest of  the  teachers  in  enlistment 


work  and  has  spurred  them  to  great- 
er efforts. 

Teachers  who  understand  the  en- 
listment program  are  more  apt  to 
do  something  about  it.  South  Idaho 
Falls  Stake  aims  to  help  its  teachers 
know  what  to  do. 


Reasons  for  Success 

A  visitor  to  Course  No.  8  "Old 
"^  Testament  Stories"  in  Twin  Falls 
(Ida.)  Second  Ward  Sunday  School 
would  find  many  reasons  why  Jennie 
Chadwick  is  considered  one  of  the 
outstanding  teachers  in  Twin  Falls 
Stake. 

A  recent  visitor  observed  the  fol- 
lowing: She  called  the  class  to 
order  and  had  one  of  the  girls  take 
the  roll.  She  checked  on  those  ab- 
sent, asking  class  members  if  they 
knew  about  them  and  why  they  were 
absent.  She  made  assignments  to 
have  the  absentees  invited  to  come 
next  Sunday. 

On  the  blackboard  were  written 
details  of  a  swimming  party.  The 
time,  place  and  cost  were  given. 
After  about  two  minutes  of  discus- 
sion of  this.  Sister  Chadwick  started 
a  review  of  the  last  lesson. 

On  a  table  at  the  front  of  the 
class  were  lesson  manuals,  a  salt  map 
(relief)  of  the  Holy  Land  which 
she  and  the  class  had  made,  booklets 
and  other  aids.  A  boy  who  was 
squirming  about  was  asked  to  pass 
out  the  manuals. 

Her  method  of  covering  the  lesson 
was  a  combination  of  questions  and 
answers,  group  discussion  and  occa- 
sional reading  by  one  of  the  class 
members.  After  covering  the  lesson, 
she  had  another  boy  distribute  the 
class  booklets.  These  booklets  cover 
every  lesson  from  the  start  of  the 
year.  They  contain  questions  and 
answers,  charts,  maps  and  pictures 
which  the  students  had  made.  Sister 
Chadwick  asked  a  question  of  the 
class,  then  wrote  the  answer  on  the 
board  (when  a  class  member  gave 
the  correct  one).  Each  pupil  wrote 
the  answer  to  the  question  in  the 
blank  spaces  on  that  day's  sheet, 
which  had  been  hectographed. 
When  finished,  the  sheets  were  in- 
serted in  the  booklets. 


IF  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  perfornnance 
in     some     phase     of     Gospel     teaching     being 
done   in   your    stake,    ward    or    branch,    please 
report  it  to:    Wallace  G.  Bennett,  The  Instructor, 
50  North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  16,   Utah. 
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Library  and  Visual  Aids 


By  Jack  M.   Reed 


And  What  about  Toys? 


WHAT  should  be  in  a  ward  library? 
Pictures?  Of  course! 
Books?  Several  should  be. 
Supplies?  At  least  the  most  frequently  used  ones. 
Visual  aid  equipment?    As  much  as  the  ward  can 
afford. 

And  what  about  toys? 

loys!    you  say. 
Yes,  T-O-Y-S  ! 

A  ward  library  rightfully  should  accommodate  all 
organizations  and  ages.  That  includes  the  very  young 
for  Sunday  School  and  Primary. 

Ruth  H.  Craig  did  a  good  job  of  assembling  play 
equipment  for  Provo  Twelfth  Ward.  That  ward  has 
been  divided  since  then  and  she  now  is  a  member  of 
Provo  Nineteenth  Ward  in  East  Provo  Stake. 

Most  of  the  desirable  toys  and  equipment  can  be 
donated.  But  Sister  Craig  offers  a  word  of  caution: 
Avoid  any  general  announcement  or  solicitation  so 
useless  or  unwanted  material  is  not  received.  Decide 
what  should  be  on  hand  and  seek  specific  articles. 

By  all  means,  use  your  ingenuity.  If  a  handy  man 
is  available,  he  can  be  a  big  help  in  making  toys  and 
repairing  them. 

There  should  be  a  study  table.  If  it  has  folding 
legs,  it  may  be  stored  more  easily.  But  it  should  be 
low  enough  so  the  youngsters  may  sit  at  it  on  their 
regular  small  chairs. 

Other  Ideas 

Consider  having  a  doll  bed  (with  bedding  made 
from  scrap  materials),  doll  cupboard  (made  from  fruit 
crates,  if  nothing  else),  metal  dishes  that  are  bright 
and  durable,  dolls  of  various  sizes  and  stuffed  animals. 
The  latter  may  be  homemade,  stuffed  with  old  nylon 


stockings  so  they  may  be  washed  in  a  washing  machine 
and  dried  quickly  without  turning  sour. 

From  scrap  lumber,  that  handy  man  could  make 
a  double  easel  or  two.  Ends  of  newsprint  rolls  are 
available  from  large  daily  newspapers  and  paper  on 
these  rolls  may  be  cut  for  use  either  on  the  easels  or 
at  the  table.  Sister  Craig  suggests  crayans  rather  than 
paints  to  forestall  accidents  to  Sunday  clothes. 

Clay  is  desirable.  It  may  be  made  by  mixing  equal 
parts  of  flour  and  salt  and  adding  water  to  make  the 
proper  consistency.  Food  coloring  may  be  added,  if 
colored  clay  is  desired.  When  a  child  has  molded 
something,  it  may  be  aUowed  to  dry  (either  naturally 
or  by  baking)  and  then  painted. 

If  scissors  are  made  available  to  the  children, 
provide  close  supervision  because  they  can  be  hazard- 
ous. Scissors  with  a  blunt  point  are  best.  And  the 
youngsters  do  enjoy  cutting  up  colored  construction 
paper  or  old  magazines. 

Mothers  will  be  glad  to  donate  spools  thread  comes 
on.  Two  coats  of  good  enamel  in  four  bright  colors 
will  do  wonders  to  these  spools.  Plastic  lacing  (avail- 
able from  handicraft  and  hobby  shops)  is  good  for 
stringing  through  holes  of  the  spools. 

Enamel  Can  Sets 

Sets  of  cans,  ranging  from  the  smallest  frozen  juice 
size  through  No.  2%  fruit  cans,  can  be  enameled  in 
different  colors  and  used  for  nesting.  Pasting  cloth  on 
the  bottoms  and  insides  of  the  cans  will  eliminate  much 
of  the  noise  from  handling. 

If  you  found  that  handy  man,  have  him  make  pre- 
school jigsaw  puzzles  with  each  piece  a  logical  unit  of 
the  whole,  such  as  an  arm,  leg,  door  or  window. 
Among  discarded  wood  (maybe  at  a  lumber  yard) 
( Concluded  on  page  383. ) 


Painted  cones  from  the  centers  of  balls  of  string  are  stacked 
by  Kent  Karpowitz,  Alison  Craig  stops  stringing  her  spools  to 
watch,  while  Airs.  David  R.  Gill  molds  clay  with  Louise  Craig. 


Photos  by  BYU  Audio-Visual  Center. 

Kent  Karpowitz  (left)  and  Ricky  Gill  place  gaily  painted  "roll 
plugs"  on  vertical  dowels,  while  little  Louise  Craig  helps  Mrs. 
Ruth  H.  Craig  fasten  legs  on  to  a  cupboard  door  to  make  a  table. 
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Arriving  at  the  meetinghouse 
early,  they  were  aware  of  the 


virtue  called  .  .  • 


PINCTUAIITY 


General  Superintendent 
George  R.  HilVs  Page 


Punctuality  is  such  a  desirable  characteristic  in 
everything  we  do.  Being  on  time  for  Sunday  School 
is  a  great  virtue.  Starting  our  Sunday  Schools  and  our 
classes  strictly  on  time  is  one  factor  producing  rever- 
ence. It  is  also  habit  forming— one  of  the  best  of  habits. 

The  following  excellent  editorial  by  George  Q. 
Cannon  in  The  Juvenile  Instructor,^  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration in  every  Sunday  School  class: 

—General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill. 

EDITORIAL   THOUGHTS 

nNE  of  the  most  desirable  traits  in  a  man's  or 
woman's  character  is  punctuality.  The  word  covers 
a  great  deal  of  ground.  We  call  a  man  punctual 
when  he  keeps  an  appointment  at  a  given  minute  or 
hour;  and  this  is  the  most  common  use  of  the  word. 
But  it  really  means  much  more  than  this. 

A  man  is  punctual  who,  whenever  he  gives  his 
word,  keeps  it,  who  never  neglects  to  fulfil  his  promise 
at  the  time  and  in  the  way  he  has  said  he  would.  The 
punctual  man,  therefore,  is  the  truthful  man;  while 
the  man  who  is  unpunctual  is  apt  to  mislead  and  per- 
haps deceive  others,  and  is  guilty  of  conduct  closely 
akin  to  untruthfulness. 

Punctuality  is  a  virtue  that  every  juvenile  should 
cultivate.  Much  of  the  success  and  happiness  of  life 
depends  upon  its  observance.  Boys  and  girls  who  are 
punctual  are  sure  to  secure  confidence.  People  learn 
to  rely  upon  them.  They  trust  them.  They  always 
have  good  credit.  If  they  wish  to  obtain  a  favor,  their 
character  for  punctuality  secures  it  for  them.  If  they 
are  in  a  position  where  it  is  necessary  for  them  to 
borrow,  their  punctuality  is  trusted,  and  they  get  what 
they  want.  And  it  is  frequently  in  what  are  called 
small  things  that  this  quality  is  best  shown.  Certainly 
it  is  in  such  things  that  it  should  be  cultivated. 

One  form  of  this  virtue  is  shown  in  the  answering 
of  letters.  In  this  respect  many  otherwise  very  worthy 
people  are  neglectful.  They  are  neither  punctual  nor 
courteous.  They  receive  letters  of  love,  letters  of 
friendship,  letters  of  business,  letters  of  inquiry;  but 
instead  of  answering  them  when  they  are  received, 
they  lay  them  aside  till  some  other  time,  which  they 
think  will  be  more  convenient,  and  they  are  perhaps 

^The  Juvenile  Instructor,  Vol.  18,  April  1,  1883,  page  104. 


Photo  by  Ray  Kooyman. 

never  answered.  Such  conduct  is  not  only  unpunctual, 
it  is  rude:  it  is  very  bad  manners,  and  is  a  lack  of 
good  breeding. 

Of  course  there  may  be  times  when  other  pressing 
business  may  prevent  the  most  punctual  people  from 
answering  letters.  Under  such  circumstances  such 
neglect  can  be  excused.  But,  as  a  rule,  the  best  tirne 
to  answer  a  letter  is  immediately  upon  its  receipt,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  The  one  who  receives 
it  has  the  spirit  of  it  then,  and  usually  can  better 
answer  it  then  than  at  any  other  time. 

If  it  be  put  off,  every  day  that  passes  makes  it  more 
difficult  to  do,  until  it  is  forgotten  altogether,  in  which 
event  the  writer  feels  slighted  and  perhaps  offended. 
Not  only  does  the  writer  feel  that  he  has  been  shabbily 
treated;  but  the  one  who  has  failed  to  reply  feels 
ashamed  and  condemned  at  his  own  neglect. 

One  of  the  most  punctual  men  we  ever  knew  was 
President  Brigham  Young.  Yet  he  was  a  busy  man. 
But  he  was  punctual  at  his  meetings.  He  was  punctual 
at  his  meals.  However  crowded  he  might  be  he  did  not 
feel  that  it  was  proper  to  keep  others,  not  even  his 
family,  waiting  for  him.  His  family  met  for  prayers 
at  a  certain  time  of  an  evening;  he  would  break  away 
from  the  most  engrossing  business,  from  the  most  in- 
teresting conversation,  to  be  punctual  at  family  prayers; 
he  would  not  even  keep  his  children  waiting  for  him. 

Children,  be  advised  by  us:  make  it  your  aim  to 
be  punctual. 

When  you  make  an  appointment,  keep  it.  You  can 
spend  your  own  time,  but  you  have  no  right  to  spend 
the  time  of  others  in  making  them  wait  for  you. 

When  you  make  a  promise  do  not  let  it  fail,  without 
making  proper  explanation. 

If  you  borrow,  return  that  which  you  borrow  in  the 
way  and  at  the  time  you  say  you  will. 

Make  your  word  as  good  as  your  bond,  so  that  all 
who  know  you  will  trust  you. 

When  you  receive  a  letter  that  requires  an  answer, 
be  sure  and  reply  to  it  as  quickly  as  you  can. 

Avoid  procrastination. 

Do  not  put  off  a  duty  because  there  may  be  some- 
thing unpleasant  connected  with  it.  Putting  it  off  will 
not  help  you,  it  will  only  increase  the  difficulty. 

—George  Q.  Cannon,  Editor. 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  February 


By  Alexander  Schreiner 


"" Jehovah,  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth 


99 


February,  1957:  "Jehovah,  Lord 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,"  Hymns  — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  No.  83. 

THIS  hymn  tune  by  Ohver  Holden 
(1765-1844)  is  one  of  the  grand- 
est and  most  beloved  in  Chris- 
tian hymnody.  I  feel  that  it  can 
hardly  be  recommended  too  highly. 
Holden  was  a  carpenter  and  self- 
taught  musician  here  in  America, 
and  always  interested  in  editing 
religious  music  books. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  This  is  a 
stirring,  vigorous  melody  which 
needs  no  rapid  singing  to  make  it 
effective.  Indeed,  that  would  rob  it 
of  its  inherent  dignity.  Observe  the 
rqcommended  metronome  marking 
of  88  beats  per  minute.  The  rhythm 
here  is  best  when  held  in  rigid  time, 
even  metronomic,  march-like  regu- 
larity. There  are  no  ritards,  not 
even  at  the  end. 

Notice  that  there  are  no  rests 
provided   anywhere.    How   are   we 


to  breathe  then?  If  the  people  are 
left  to  their  own  devices  they  are 
likely  to  do  their  breathing  just 
about  right.  That  is,  there  will  be 
big  breaths  at  the  points  of  the 
dotted  half  notes,  these  being  sung 
as  half  notes  only,  and  followed  by 
a  quarter  rest.  There  will  also  be 
short  catch  breaths  taken  quite  na- 
turally at  other  points  in  the  hymn. 

Have  you  decided,  should  this 
hymn  be  sung  in  quiet  and  reverent 
mood,  or  loud  and  majestic?  Of 
course  you  know  the  answer.  But 
if  you  will  have  it  clearly  in  mind 
you  will  go  more  directly  toward 
that  kind  of  a  performance. 

The  text  is  tremendous.  It  was  not 
written  by  a  Latter-day  Saint,  but 
it  surely  breathes  the  spirit  of  the 
latter-day  Gospel  in  fervency  and 
eagerness  to  promote  the  work  of 
our  Heavenly  Father.  Invite  your 
^singers  to  think  on  the  sense  of  these 
verses,  "We  long  to  see  thy  Church 
increase,"  and  "Roll  on  thy  work  in 
all  its  power!"  Let  us  unite  in  sing- 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gems 

For  the  Month  oj February 
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For  Senior  Sunday  School 
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For  Junior  Sunday  School 
pURIFY  our  hearts,  our  Savior; 

Let  us  go  not  far  astray 
That  we  may  be  counted  worthy 

Of  Thy  Spirit,  day  by  day. 
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ing  double  forte  with  all  our  hearts, 
might  and  main. 

Then  direct  it  as  you  would  drive 
a  team  of  four  horses,  steady,  steady 
and  always  steady  in  tempo,  and 
keeping  all  forces  on  an  even  keel, 
with  organ,  your  baton  and  the 
singers  in  one  grand  unison  of 
tempo. 

There  are  some  people  who  do  not 
understand  the  strength  of  a  rigid 
rhythm.  You  certainly  would  never 
play  a  march  in  rubato  time.  Neither 
would  you  perform  this  grand  tri- 
umphal march  (in  the  form  of  a 
hymn-time)  in  a  wayward  time.  A 
perfectly  straight  rhythm  is  hypnot- 
ic, compelling  and  powerful. 

Have  you  looked  for  the  high 
point  in  the  hymn?  I  believe  it  is 
the  first  three  measures  of  the  third 
line,  where  the  first  stanza  says,  "Till 
all  shall  know  thy  name."  Everyone 
should  be  singing  at  the  top  of  the 
voice.  Let  their  hearts  be  in  attune 
to  the  message.  As  one  great  poet 
expressed  it: 

"The  fineness  which  a  hymn  or 
psalm  affords 

Is  when  the  soul  unto  the  lines 
accords."^ 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  Please  do 
read  what  is  written  above,  for  most 
of  it  is  applicable  to  the  organist. 
Is  this  hymn  tune  new  to  you?  Very 
well.  Consider  it  like  you  do  a  new 
suit  or  a  new  dress  and  enjoy  it. 
It  is  a  superb  one.  You  can  really 
draw  the  stops  of  your  organ,  and 
let  it  peal  out  its  grandest  tones 
to  invite  the  people  to  sing  at  their 
fervent  best  and  loudest.  Leave  off 
the  tremolo,  because  we  want 
strength  of  style. 

Play  the  pedals  good  and  strong. 
They  are  fairly  easy  throughout  ex- 
cept where  the  eighth  notes  come  in. 
At  this  place  you  may  just  leave  out 
the  pedals,  or  else  just  hold  a  low 
"G"  for  that  one  measure. 

How  is  your  rhythm?  Can  you 
control  it  or  does  it  meander?  A 
good  steady  rhythm  in  this  hymn 
will  give  your  organ  playing  an  au- 
thoritative style.  Success  to  you 
with  this  splendid  hymn. 

^Herbert,  George,  A  True  Hymn,  Stanza  2. 
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Superintendents 


Divide  Your  Responsibility 


By  Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards 


IN   preparing    ourselves    for    our 
New     Year's     resolutions     come 
Jan.     1,    1957,    let    us    consider 
some  of  the  essentials  of  a  success- 
ful Sunday  School. 

A  study  waS'  made  by  the  stake 
superintendency  of  the  South  Los 
Angeles  (Calif.)  Stake  to  determine 
the  incidence  of  attendance  by  Aar- 
onic  Priesthood  boys  at  Sunday 
School  as  compared  with  priesthood 
meeting.  An  effort  was  made  to 
test  the  effect  of  the  waiting  period 
between  priesthood  and  Sunday 
School  upon  attendance  at  Sunday 
School.  While  the  findings  were  in- 
conclusive there  was  one  fact  that 
became  evident.  The  best  attend- 
ance was  in  those  wards  where  there 
was  personal  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  ward  leaders  in  encouraging  the 
attendance  of  the  boys. 

Leadership  is  the  indispensable 
quality  in  a  successful  Sunday 
School  organization.  A  fine  leader 
is  humble  and  sincere  in  his  calling. 
Next,  he  is  optimistic  and  enthusi- 
astic about  his  work.  No  definition 
of  leadership  could  be  complete 
without  including  dependability. 

In  1957,  let  us  start  out  with  a 
division  of  responsibility.  Let  every 
man  know  what  his  duties  are.  He 
then  has  the  opportunity  of  exhibit- 


COMING   EVENTS 

Dec.  2,  1956 

Sunday  School 

Sunday  Evening  Program 

Dec.  23,  1956 

Sunday  School 

Christmas  Worship  Service 

]an.  6,  1957 
Pupil  Advancement; 
New  Courses  Begin 

]an.  20,  1957 
"100%"  Sunday 


ing  dependable  leadership.  This  is 
the  second  objective  of  the  regular 
weekly  superintendents'  planning 
meetings.  It  provides  the  opportun- 
ity for  personal  assignment  between 
the  members  of  the  superintendency 
of  every  function  of  Sunday  School 
work. 

Nineteen  hundred  fifty-seven  is 
the  year  to  bring  more  reverence 
into  the  Sunday  School.  The  two 
qualities  of  leadership,  humility  and 
sincerity,  are  inseparably  connected 
with,  and  indicated  by  the  degree 
of  reverence  that  is  felt  in  the  wor- 
ship service  of  the  Sunday  School. 
President  David  O.  McKay's  instruc- 
tions on  this  subject  are  produced 
on  a  long  playing  record  entitled, 
"A  Need  for  More  Reverence,"  which 
is  obtainable  at  the  Deseret  Book 
Company,  44  East  South  Temple, 
Salt  Lake  City.  It  is  still  the  au- 
thoritative word  on  reverence. 

Nineteen  hundred  fifty-seven  is 
the  year  for  the  improvement  ol 
teaching.  No  better  test  of  the  lead- 
ership of  a  school  may  be  found 
than  to  witness  the  strength  of  the 
faculty.  It  is  evidence  of  the  opti- 
mism and  enthusiasm  of  the  leader- 
ship of  the  school.  Let  us  be  mind- 
ful of  our  students  by  selecting  and 
training  good  teachers.  This  will 
entail  the  full  use  of  the  three  well- 
established  teacher  training  media: 
(1)  The  preservice  teacher  training 
class,  (2)  The  faculty  meeting,  (3) 
The  monthly  preparation  meeting. 

Nineteen  hundred  fifty-seven  is 
the  year  for  bringing  into  the  Sun- 
day School  fold  boys  and  girls,  their 
older  brothers  and  sisters,  and  their 
parents  who  need  so  much  the  spir- 
itual experience  of  Gospel  study. 
This  is  a  great  challenge  to  the  lead- 
ership of  the  teacher.  Every  teacher 
wants  to  be  successful,  and  wants 
all  of  the  members  of  the  ward  on 
the  potential  and  enlistment  roll  to 
come  to  the  class.  And  when  they 
come,  the  teacher  wants  to  interest 
them  and  secure  their  continued 
attendance.  Superintendents,  we 
must  help  this  teacher.    Let  us  be 


sure  our  teachers  understand  the 
enlistment  program  outlined  in 
Chapter  11  of  The  Sunday  School 
Handbook.  It  is  within  the  reach  of 
all  to  increase  our  attendance  at 
least  5  per  cent  in  1957. 

Nineteen  hundred  fifty-seven  is 
the  year  to  establish  a  library  if  you 
do  not  have  one.  Appoint  a  librar- 
ian; then,  with  the  bishop,  decide 
where  the  library  will  be  housed. 
If  you  do  this,  you  are  in  business. 
You  have  made  a  start,  and  from 
there  on  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
extent  of  helpfulness  the  librarian 
and  library  can  be  to  every  teacher 
in  every  auxiliary  in  the  ward. 

Nineteen  hundred  fifty-seven  is 
the  year  to  put  The  Instructor  in  the 
hands  of  every  teacher  in  the  ward. 
When  it  is  used,  it  is  the  best  source 
of  enrichment  stories  and  teaching 
suggestions. 

In  the  year  ahead  there  are  new 
horizons.  You,  superintendents  and 
teachers,  will  be  doing  things  that 
some  will  say  never  could  have  been 


TO  ALL  "INSTRUCTOR" 
READERS 

DE  CAUSE  of  sharply  rising 
printing  and  other  costs, 
the  offer  of  a  three-year  sub- 
scription to  The  Instructor  for 
$6  will  be  withdrawn  Dec.  31, 
1956. 

All  new  subscribers  or  pres- 
ent subscribers  who  wish  to 
take  advantage  of  this  longer 
and  lower  subscription  rate, 
should  do  so  before  Dec.  31, 
1956.  If  you  are  at  present  a 
subscriber  and  wish  to  renew 
for  three  years  for  $6,  you  may 
do  so  and  the  three  years  will 
be  added  to  the  expiration  date 
of  your  subscription,  if  the  re- 
mittance reaches  The  Instruc- 
tor office  by  Dec.  31,  1956. 

The  annual  subscription  rate 
of  $2.50  will  remain  as  at  pres- 
ent. 
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accomplished.  You  will  surmount 
obstacles  of  crowded  buildings,  un- 
availability of  trained  teachers,  in- 
clement weather  and  lack  of  time. 


You  will  demonstrate  that  through 
humble,  sincere,  enthusiastic  and 
dependable    leadership    the    Gospel 


can  be  taught  through  the  Sunday 
School  to  every  Latter-day  Saint  in 
the  Church. 


QUESTION    BOX 


Do  Teachers  Advance? 

/^    Should  the  teacher  advance  with  his  class  each 
^*  year,  or  remain  to  teach  the  new  class  coming  up? 

A.  The  selection  of  teachers  for  the  various  classes 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  ward  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendency. 

#     #     # 

Teacher  Training  Classes 

Q.  When  teacher  training  classes  are  held  on  week 
nights,  should  they  he  recorded  on  the  monthly  report? 

A.  When  the  members  of  the  teacher  training  class 
are  called  by  the  bishop  and  the  course  is  conducted 
by  a  member  of  the  ward  faculty  or  under  the  stake 
plan,  the  monthly  report  should  be  completed  for 
Course  No.  22  indicating  the  teachers'  attendance  on 
the  monthly  report  under  columns  1  through  5.  They 
should  not  be  counted  in  Column  7.  Attendance  should 
be  counted  in  Columns  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12  but  should 
be  circled  and  not  counted  as  attendance  at  Sunday 
School.  Where  enlistment  work  is  performed,  it  should 
be  counted.  The  stake  report  should  show  the  en- 
rollment and  weekly  attendance  regardless  of  the  time 
this  class  is  held. 


Missionary  Teachers  Excused? 

Q.  When  regular  Church  missionaries  teach  a  Sun- 
day School  class,  are  they  excused  from  faculty  and 
preparation  meetings? 

A.  Every  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  is  a  member 
of  the  school  faculty.  All  members  of  the  faculty  are 
expected  to  attend  stake  monthly  preparation  meetings 
as  well  as  prayer  meetings.  Attendance  at  such  meet- 
ings is  often  difficult  for  stake  or  foreign  missionaries. 
This  is  why  others  are  usually  chosen  as  teachers. 

*     *     * 

Presents  on  Mother's  Day 

Q.  Does  the  general  board  favor  individual  presents 
for  each  mother  on  Mothers  Day? 

A.  The  Mother's  Day  program  as  now  outlined 
takes  fifteen  minutes  of  the  worship  service  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  sacrament  and  class  period.  Anything 
that  would  take  time  for  extended  distribution  and 
detract  from  the  spirit  of  reverence  in  the  worship 
service  and  a  feeling  of  appreciation  and  deep  affection 
for  mother  by  her  children  is  entirely  out  of  place  in 
the  Sunday  School. 
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Course  No.  22  or  23? 

Q.  Is  teacher  training.  Course  No.  23,  the  same 
as  is  Course  No.  22? 

—Shelley  Stake. 

A.  Yes.  Teachers  who  graduate  from  the  teacher 
training  class  are  usually  immediately  inducted  into 
service  or  held  in  a  teaching  pool  immediately  avail- 
able for  service.  It  is,  therefore,  a  one-year  class  re- 
peated each  year.  If  not  commenced  in  September, 
it  may  begin  at  any  time  and  run  through  the  full 
course  of  study. 

#  #     * 

Promotion  Day? 

Q.  Is  Ian.  1  still  promotion  day  for  some  members 
of  the  class? 

A.  No.  Except  for  children  who  are  4  years  of  age 
by  the  first  day  of  January  that  are  taken  from  Course 
No.  1  to  form  Course  No.  la,  there  are  no  promotions. 
Except  for  individual  adjustments  made  by  the  super- 
intendency,  all  of  the  children  will  stay  together 
throughout  their  Sunday  School  life  in  the  ward. 
{Handbook,  Page  34.) 

*  #     # 

Fast  Meeting  and  Junior  Sunday  School  Children 

Q.  When  a  testimony  meeting  for  lunior  Sunday 
School  children  is  held  after  Sunday  School,  at  the 
time  of  the  ward  fast  meeting  on  fast  Sunday,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  planning  and  conducting? 

—Memphis  Mission  Branch. 

A.  Such  a  meeting  is  not  a  part  of  the  Sunday 
School  program.  The  witnessing  of  confirmations,  the 
viewing  of  the  blessing  of  babies  and  the  partaking 
of  the  sacrament  at  fast  meeting  are  priceless  expe- 
riences for  young  children.  The  fast  meeting  is  under 
the  direction  of  the  branch  president  or  ward  bishop. 


How  Can  Crowding  Be  Relieved? 

Q.  When  two  wards  meet  in  the  same  chapel,  how 
can  a  crowded  Sunday  School  be  relieved? 

A.  Under  "Chapel  Use  by  Two  Wards,  Plan  Two" 
as  suggested  by  the  Sunday  School,  the  double-use-of- 
class-room-and-chapel-plan  outlined  in  Chapter  15  of 
the  Handbook  is  being  effectively  used  in  various  wards 
of  the  Church.  (Copies  of  Plan  Two  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  50  North 
Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  16,  Utah.)  This  plan  will 
make  available  about  twice  as  many  classrooms  as 
otherwise  usable. 

—Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 


By  Addte  J.  Gtlmore 


May  They 


Grow  in 


Reverence 


Photo  by  Ray  Kooyman. 


Great  is  our  responsibility  for  teaching  all  children  of  the  Lord  and   His  love. 


BLESSED  above   all   other  chil- 
dren are  those  who  are  taught 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Great  is  the  responsibility  of  par- 
ents in  the  home  and  of  teachers  in 
the  Junior  Sunday  Schools  and  other 
organizations  of  the  Church  to  teach 
the  children  of  the  Lord. 

It  is  here  they  are  first  introduced 
to  concepts  of  reverence  and  of 
sacred  and  holy  ordinances.  They 
begin  to  gain  knowledge  which  as 
it  grows  and  is  used  with  free  agency 
will  embrace  all  of  their  needs  here 
upon  the  earth. 

Children  have  a  natural  love  for 
and  faith  in  Jesus  the  Master.  Con- 
cepts of  Him  come  into  their  lives 
very  early  with  a  feeling  of  warmth 
and  nearness  and  confidence. 


This  concept  of  Jesus  must  be 
helped  to  grow  and  expand  in  their 
lives,  that  they  may  come  to  know 
that  He  loves  and  blesses  them  as 
He  loved  and  blessed  little  children 
long  ago. 

Jesus  expressed  on  many  occasions 
His  profound  love  for  and  feelings 
of  tenderness  toward  them.  Children 
should  be  helped  to  understand  the 
significance  of  His  words  as  He  said, 
"Suffer  the  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not:  for 
of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God." 
{Mark  10:14.) 

Let  this  be  the  foundation,  the 
starting  point  from  which  they  gain 
a  knowledge  of  the  holiness  of  the 
sacred  ordinances  performed  in  His 
name. 


The  Sacrament  Service 

Children  can  be  helped  very  early 
to  understand  and  to  respond  with 
reverence  to  this  sacred  ordinance. 
With  arms  folded,  heads  bowed  and 
eyes  closed,  they  begin  to  conform 
to  a  pattern  of  worship  and  of  honor 
to  a  divine  law.  This  attitude  should 
be  maintained  throughout  the  sac- 
rament service,  including  the  songs, 
prayers  and  passing  of  the  sacra- 
ment. 

Other  Holy  Ordinances 

1.  Naming  and  Blessing  of  Babies. 
It  is  indeed  a  sacred  occasion  for 
the  family  to  worship  together  in 
fast  meeting  when  a  new  baby 
brother  or  sister  is  to  be  named 
and   blessed.     Children    should    be 
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helped  to  understand  the  purpose  of 
this  ordinance. 

2.  Baptism.  Another  wonderful 
and  holy  ordinance  for  which  chil- 
dren should  be  prepared  is  baptism. 
In  the  classroom  and  worship  service 
as  well  as  in  the  home  they  may  be 
given  understanding  of  its  purpose 
and  importance  in  their  lives. 

3.  Confirmation.  Children  should 
be  helped  to  understand  the  great 
gift  and  blessing  of  this  ordinance. 
Clarification  of  words  should  be 
made  that  there  will  be  no  confusion 
or  fear  in  their  minds  of  terms  which 
are  used. 

Administering  to  the  Sick 

Even  a  tiny  child  in  the  home  of 
a  loved  one  who  is  ill  cannot  miss 
the  feeling  and  atmosphere  of  the 
anxiety  of  the  family. 

As  a  sick  person  is  blessed  through 
the  power  of  the  priesthood  of  God, 
there  is  peace  and  comfort,  a  spirit 
of  love,  and  an  assurance  of  well- 
being  and  a  strengthening  of  faith 
among  the  members  of  the  family. 

This,  too,  in  its  sacredness,  can 
be  felt  by  a  little  child. 

As  children  are  frequently  observ- 
ing or  participating  as  recipients  of 
these  holy  ordinances,  are  we  mak- 
ing the  most  of  opportunities  to 
teach  their  purposes  on  a  child's 
level  of  understanding? 

Because  of  such  teaching,  may 
our  children  grow  up  with  reverence 
and  with  power  in  unswerving  con- 
formity to  the  divine  laws  and  holy 
ordinances  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us. 


Next  Month  s  Article 

"VTEXT  month's  article  will  be  "A 
Time   and   a    Place— Part   I"   by 
Eva  May  Green. 


Junior  Sunday  School 

Hymn  of  the  Month 

for  February,  1957 

A  Love  of  Heavenly  Father 

"Tell  Me  the  Stories  of  Jesus,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  65. 

YJ^HAT  a  sweet  blessing  is  curs' 
to  be  called  to  work  with  little 
children  through  music!  To  help  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  beginning  testi- 
mony! To  develop  within  them  a 
deep  love  for  their  Heavenly  Father 
and  an  awakening  of  their  gratitude 
towards  Him!    This  is  our  privilege 


and  this  is  our  blessing.  It  is  true 
that  all  children  may  not  sing  the 
melody  on  pitch,  but  the  message 
of  the  hymn  will  not  be  forgotten 
if  we  have  done  our  part  well. 

This  month  as  we  teach  "Tell  Me 
the  Stories  of  Jesus,"  we  have  the 
opportunity  of  helping  children  feel 
that  they  really  know  Jesus  and  that 
He  is  very  dear  to  them.  Begin  by 
holding  up  a  copy  of  the  Bible  and 
tell  them  that  this  book  is  called  the 
Bible.  In  it  there  are  many  lovely 
stories  of  Jesus.  Today  we  have  a 
lovely  hymn  that  is  also  about  Jesus. 
Now  sing  the  first  stanza  to  them. 
As  you  sing  the  first  phrase  place 
the  beautiful  flannelboard  full-length 
cutout  of  Christ  (M-a-1)*  in  front  of 
them.  Sing  this  stanza  three  or  four 
times. 

Another  time  as  you  sing  the  same 
stanza  use  the  beautiful  new  cutout 
of  Jesus  seated  (M-b-1*)  and  place 
the  cutouts  of  the  children  around 
Him.  Then  briefly  tell  them  the 
story  following  the  scripture  found 
in  the  New  Testament  in  Mark  10: 
13-16.  Sing  the  first  stanza  again 
and  then  have  the  children  join 
with  you. 

Again  as  if  in  answer  to  the  chil- 
dren's singing  tell  them  the  story  of 
the  third  verse  based  on  Luke  19: 
29-38.  Let  your  story  for  the  last 
stanza  be  taken  from  Luke  8:22-25. 
If  you  prefer,  have  the  teachers 
stand  in  front  and  sing  stanzas  two, 
three  and  four  to  the  boys  and  girls. 
This  way  the  children  will  feel  that 
everyone  has  had  a  part  in  the  sing- 
ing, and  they  have  also  heard  the 
message  of  each  stanza,  although  it 
will  only  be  necessary  for  them  to 
learn  to  sing  the  first  one. 

Teach  this  song  by  the  "whole- 
song"  method.  If  the  children  have 
difficulty  with  a  phrase,  have  them 
sing  it  after  you  several  times.  Ex- 
plain the  meaning  of  "scenes  by  the 
wayside,"  and  "tales  of  the  sea." 
Teach  this  hymn  without  accompani- 
ment, having  the  organist  give  you 
the  beginning  note  to  assure  the 
correct  pitch.  Use  two  beats  to  the 
measure.  Where  it  is  most  helpful 
use  the  interval  beat  pattern.  Ob- 
serve the  two  "holds"  as  well  as  the 
tied  notes,  at  the  end  of  each  phrase. 
Children  will  enjoy  singing  this 
hymn  because  of  its  smooth,  flowing 
rhythm  and  the  sweetness  of  its  mel- 
ody and  words. 

—Edith  Nash. 

*These  flannelboard  cutouts  for  The  Children 
Sing  were  recently  produced  by  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  Music  Committee  of  the  general  board. 
They  are  available  at  the  Deseret  Book  Company, 
44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


Question  from  the  Field 
Where  Should  Coordinator  Be? 

QWe  have  a  few  ward  coordi- 
•  nators  of  Junior  Sunday  School 
who  attend  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class 
during  the  regular  class  period.  Is 
this  practice  acceptable? 

A.  In  speaking  of  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
coordinator  ,The  Sunday  School 
Jiandbook,  1956  edition,  pages  20-27 
says: 

"The  Junior  Sunday  School  coor- 
dinator, under  the  superintendency 
—  works  closely  with  the  member  of 
the  superintendency  in  charge  of 
Junior  Sunday  School.  Each  member 
of  the  superintendency  should  use 
the  45  minutes  of  class  period  to  visit 
one  of  the  classes."  These  statements 
imply  that  the  coordinator  regularly 
works  with  Junior  Sunday  School 
teachers  during  the  class  period  and 
joins  the  superintendent  working  in 
Junior  Sunday  School  in  spending 
the  class  period  in  a  class.  They 
may  or  may  not  visit  the  same  class. 

—Eva  May  Green. 


Ward  Library  Suggestion 

What  Is  Christmas? 

Paddy's  Christmas;  by  Helen  A. 
Monsell;  illustrated  by  Kurt  Wiese; 
published  by  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  New 
York,  N.  Y.;  1942;  price  $1.25. 

"WHAT  is  Christmas?"  asked 
Paddy,  a  bouncing  cub  bear. 
Aunt  Bear  and  Uncle  Bear  tried  to 
help,  but  Paddy  was  as  confused 
as  ever.  It  was  Mother  Bear 
who  understood  Paddy  and  really 
gave  him  the  answer.  "Christmas," 
she  said,  "is  more  than  mistletoe  and 
holly;  it  is  more  than  presents,  too. 
It  is  giving  something  to  somebody 
else  arid  making  them  happy  as  well 
as  yourself." 

This  book  is  suitable  for  4-year- 
olds  and  up.  —Lbrna  C.  Alder. 


Idea  Exchange 

The  Sacrament  and  Training 

npEACHERS  of  the  Nursery  class 
in  Garden  Park  Ward,  Bonneville 
Stake,  have  introduced  a  rather 
unique  game  of  "Sun  and  Stars"  to 
teach  Nursery  children  the  manner 
in  which  the  sacrament  should  be 
taken. 
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Two  paper  plates,  one  containing 
round  gold  suns,  the  other  silver 
stars  (both  about  2%  inches  in  di- 
ameter, cut  out  of  cardboard)  are 
passed  to  the  children  who  take  one 
to  hold.  As  the  plates  are  passed 
it  is  suggested  the  children  take  the 
sun  or  star  with  "the  hand  they 
shake  hands  with."  The  children 
then  discuss  whether  it  is  polite  to 
take  a  star  close  to  them  or  whether 
they  should  reach  over  the  plate  for 
one  on  the  other  side;  also,  whether 
they  should  take  just  one  or  a  hand- 
ful. 

After  each  child  has  returned  his 
star  or  sun  to  the  plate,  and  the' 
game  is  all  over,  the  children  are 
reminded  of  the  sacrament,  the 
sacredness  of  the  ordinance,  and 
how  little  children  should  partake 
of  the  bread  and  water. 

—Lucy  Picco. 


Enrichment  Material 

Poems  for  Reciting 

GIVING 

The  love  we  give,  the  friends  we 
share, 

Are  gifts  that  bring  joy  everywhere; 
Who  gives  these  things  unselfishly, 
Leaves  gifts  that  live  eternally. 

—Claribel  W.  Aldous. 

FAITH 

My  teacher  who  loves  me, 
Will  bring  me  home, 

A  child  once  said  to  his  mother; 
This  tribute  of  faith. 

So  simply  done. 
Is  greater  than  any  other. 

-C.  W.  A. 


SNOW 

The  snow  falls  softly  to  the  ground, 

Bringing  beauty  all  around; 
It  sparkles  like  a  diamond  bright, 

When  stars  shine  on  all  through 
the  night; 
It  turns  to  water  sparkling  clear. 

When  a  warmer  day  draws  near; 
This  snow  so  beautiful  to  see. 

Is  just  one  gift  from  God  to  me. 

~C.  W.  A. 

A  VALENTINE 

I  have  a  valentine  to  share, 

With  sweet  children  everywhere; 
This  valentine  we  cannot  see. 

But  we  can  feel  it  certainly, 
It  is  friendship,  loving,  caring, 

It  is  giving,  doing,  sharing; 
This  is  a  valentine  to  bring  joy. 

To  every  little  girl  and  boy. 

-C.  W.  A. 


AND  WHAT  ABOUT  TOYS? 

( Concluded  from  page  376. ) 

find  two-inch  stock  in  good  condition  for  making  blocks. 
Use  two-by-four  and  two-by-eight,  for  example. 

"It  is  very  important  that  a  uniform  stock  be  used 
to  make  blocks  of  this  type,"  Sister  Craig  explained. 
"If  small  children  are  given  a  box  of  random-sized 
lumber  scraps,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  fit 
pieces  together  to  make  satisfactory  structures." 

Here's  another  idea  from  Sister  Craig.  At  daily 
newspaper  press  rooms,  ask  for  the  "roll  plugs"  which 
are  inserted  in  each  end  of  a  newsprint  roll  to  keep 
the  roll  in  position  and  prevent  flattening  while  it  is 
on  the  presses.  Made  of  cheap  wood,  they  normally  are 
discarded.  They  may  be  smoothed  on  a  lathe  and  then 
painted  the  usual  gay  colors. 

Make  tall  sticks  that  will  fit  in  the  %  inch  hole  in 
the  middle  of  the  roll  plugs.  Fasten  these  tall  dowel 
sticks  to  stands  made  from  scrap  lumber,  to  keep  the 
sticks  from  falling  over.  It  is  more  interesting  to  the 
children  if  the  sticks  are  of  varying  lengths,  up  to  a 
full  yard. 

Then  the  youngsters  can  put  the  roll  plugs  on  the 


dowel  sticks,  matching  colors  or  mixing  them.  They 
especially  like  to  reach  up  very  high  to  slip  the  plugs 
on  the  tallest  dowel.  Of  course  the  plugs  may  be 
stacked  by  themselves  on  the  floor,  without  using  the 
sticks,  if  a  child  prefers. 

A  cupboard  or  closet  is  best  for  storing  the  many 
items  —  and  teaching  the  children  to  put  away  their 
things.  A  set  of  locks  on  the  doors  could  all  be  opened 
with  one  master  key  and  each  teacher  who  uses  the 
toys  could  have  a  key,  as  well  as  the  head  of  each 
organization.  Distances  between  shelves  should  vary 
to  accommodate  different  sizes  of  equipment. 

In  Sister  Craig's  ward,  the  cupboard  was  built  on 
a  wall  where  there  was  a  window.  Under  the  window 
was  a  long  (six  feet),  low  (three  feet)  section  with  a 
plywood  door  on  the  front  just  that  size.  That  door 
was  detachable  and  became  a  table  by  inserting  short 
pipe  legs  into  fittings. 

So  if  your  ward  library  has  pictures,  books  and 
other  visual  aids,  don't  forget  toys  for  the  younger 
children  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
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Research  Finds  a 
"Lost"  Girl 


By  Archibald  F.  Bennett 


AFTER  years  of  general  belief  that  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  was 
one  of  10  sons  and  daughters  of  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  and 
Lucy  Mack  Smith,  a  genealogical  researcher  discovered  a  record 
about  an  eleventh  child,  who  had  died  before  receiving  a  name. 

The  discovery  of  a  "lost"  child  among  one's  ancestors  is  a 
gratifying  reward  for  careful  and  accurate  genealogical  research. 
You  may  be  instrumental  in  making  an  equally  significant  dis- 
covery in  your  family's  genealogy. 

Every  Latter-day  Saint,  in  the  course  of  an  active  career  in 
research  and  temple  work,  will  undqubtedly  have  to  compile 
hvmdreds  and  even  thousands  of  family  group  records  of  his 
kindred  of  the  past.  It  is  imperative,  therefore,  that  he  begin 
by  learning  at  the  outset  exactly  how  to  make  out  such  records 
so  that  they  will  be  acceptable. 

Each  person  should  first  make  a  record  of  his  own  immediate 
family;  and  this  record  should  be  complete  and  correct  in 
every  detail  called  for  as  to  names,  dates,  places  and  relation- 
ships. This  means  that  every  name  should  be  given  in  the  order 
spoken,  given  names  first,  then  the  surname;  and  in  full,  avoid- 
ing the  use  of  nicknames  and  abbreviations  and  initials.  On  the 
family  group  record  the  maiden  name  only  of  the  women  should 
be  recorded.  Every  date  entered  should  be  in  this  order:  day, 
month  and  year.  Use  standard  abbreviations  for  the  months; 
but  never  substitute  figures  for  the  name  of  the  month,  since 
this  can  lead  to  errors  and  confusion. 

The  complete  description  of  the  place  of  each  event  should 
be  given  wherever,  possible,  including  the  name  of  the  town, 
county,  state  or  country. 

On  a  family  group  sheet  should  appear  the  name  of  the 
husband  and  maiden  name  of  the  wife,  the  names  of  all  the 
children  in  order  of  birth,  and  also  the  name  of  the  spouse  for 
each  of  the  children  who  married.  In  the  case  of  more  than  one 
marriage,  place  an  asterisk  after  the  name  of  the  first  spouse 
and  put  the  details  of  other  marriages  for  that  person  on  the 
back  of  the  sheet.  It  is  very  important  that  the  sex  of  each  of 
the  children  in  the  family  be  indicated  by  the  capital  letter 
"F"  or  "M."  The  date  and  place  of  burial  for  the  husband  and 
wife  should  be  given,  if  known. 

This  comprises  the  genealogical  portion  of  the  record  sheet. 

To  the  right  of  the  heavy  line  is  the  ordinance  division. 
This  is  reserved  for  recording  in  the  spaces  provided  the  dates 
of  those  ordinances  essential  to  exaltation.  These  are  baptism, 
endowment,  the  sealing  of  the  wife  to  the  husband,  and  the 
sealing  of  children  to  parents  (unless  these  children  were  born 
in  the  covenant ) . 

For  many  Church  members  this  portion  of  the  record  sheet 
is  difficult  for  them  to  fill  out  correctly,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  they  have  neglected  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  these 
ordinances  written  down  at  the  time  they  were  administered, 
and  their  memory  of  the  dates  is  incomplete,  often  faulty  and 
erroneous.  The  recommended  procedure  in  case  no  contempo- 
rary record  was  made  and  preserved  in  the  family,  is  to  consult 
the  records  made  at  the  time  by  the  ward  or  branch  clerk,  and 
preserved  to  the  present.  In  this  way  many  errors  of  a  serious 
nature  will  be  avoided. 

As  an  example  of  how  a  family  group  sheet  should  be  filled 
out  correctly  and  completely,  the  family  group  sheet  for  Joseph 
Smith,  Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Lucy  Mack,  and  their  eleven  children 
is  shown  on  the  opposite  page.  Note  particularly  how  the  names 
of  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  and  Lucy  Mack  are  repeated  in  the  upper 
right-hand  corner  of  the  group  sheet.  This  is  for  convenience 
in  checking  among  records  where  inany  sheets  are  filed  together 
alphabetically.  The  sources  of  information  are  given  in  detail 
so  that  others  may  check  on  these  sources  to  verify  the  facts 
given. 


In  the  family  record  kept  by  the  father  of  Joseph  Smith,  Sr., 
Asael  Smith,  it  said  of  the  family  of  Joseph  and  Lucy,  that  "their 
firstborn  child  died  soon  after  it  was  born,  and  was  not  named 
among  the  living."  Since  no  indication  appeared  in  this  state- 
ment regarding  the  sex  of  this  child  which  died  soon  after  it 
was  born,  no  sealing  of  the  child  to  its  parents  could  be  per- 
formed. Then  a  closer  reading  of  the  ininutes  of  a  conference 
held  in  Nauvoo,  Oct.  8,  1845,  showed  a  statement  which  solved 
this  dilemma:  "Mother  Lucy  Smith,  the  aged  and  honored 
parent  of  Joseph  Smith,  having  expressed  a  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  to  the  congregation,  she  was  invited  upon  the  stand.  She 
spoke  at  considerable  length  and  in  an  audible  manner,  so  as  to 
be  heard  by  a  large  portion  of  the  vast  assembly.  .  .  .  There 
were  compartively  few  in  the  assembly  who  were  acquainted 
with  her  family.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  seven 
of  whom  were  boys.  She  raised  them  in  the  fear  and  love  of 
God,  and  never  was  there  a  more  obedient  family."^ 

Since  the  names  of  her  seven  sons  were  known,  and  the 
names  of  three  daughters,  it  was  now  easy  to  conclude  that  this 
firstborn  child  was  a  girl,  and  the  sealing  was  performed  for 
this  sister  of  the  Prophet  to  her  parents  in  September  of  last  year. 

In  the  case  of  several  of  the  children,  more  than  one  marriage 
occurred.  Jerusha  Barden  was  the  first  wife  of  Hyrum  Smith. 
After  her  death  he  married  again,  so  an  asterisk  is  placed  after 
the  name  of  Jerusha  Barden,  which  is  a  signal  that  on  the  back 
of  the  family  group  sheet  appears  this  notation,  "3.  Hyrum  md. 
2nd,  24  Dec.  1837,  Mary  Fielding."  Sophronia  married  again, 
so  on  the  back  is  recorded,  "4.  Sophronia  md.  2nd,  William 
McCleary."  Similarly  for  Samuel  H.,  "6.  Samuel  Harrison  md. 
2nd,  30  May  1841,  Levira  Clark."  The  notice  of  other  marriages 
for  William  are  thus  set  down,  "8.  William  B.  md.  2nd,  abt. 
1846,  Roxie  Ann  Grant;  md.  3rd,  EHza  Elsie  Sanborn;  md.  4th, 
Rosa  or  Rosanna  B.  Surprise." 

Since  no  baptism  or  endowment  is  required  for  the  two 
children,  Nos.  1  and  7,  who  died  in  infancy,  the  word  "child" 
is  put  opposite  their  names  in  both  the  baptism  and  endowment 
columns.  Alvin  Smith  was  baptized  for  in  1840  by  his  brother 
Hyrum  Smith  (Nauvoo  Baptisms  Book  A,  page  145).  He  was 
baptized  for  again  by  proxy  10th  April  1877  in  the  St.  George 
Temple.  In  cases  of  such  a  duplication  of  an  ordinance  the  first 
baptism  date  on  record  is  the  one  that  is  valid.  In  the  Prophet's 
Journal,  under  date  of  4th  May  1842,  he  tells  of  administering, 
with  his  brother  Patriarch  Hyrum  Smith,  the  endowment  to  a 
number  of  the  brethren.  The  next  day  he  states  "and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  council  of  yesterday  continued  their  meeting 
at  the  same  place  and  myself  and  Brother  Hyrum  received  in 
turn  from  the  others,  the  same  that  I  had  communicated  to 
them  the  day  previous."^  On  the  strength  of  this  quotation 
their  date  of  endowment  is  given  as  5  May  1842. 

The  family  representative,  shown  in  this  case  as  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith,  must  be  a  living  descendant  of  the  family  and 
ordinarily  is  in  charge  of  the  research  and  submitting  names  for 
processing  in  readiness  for  temple  work.  His  relationship  to  the 
husband  and  wife  on  each  sheet  is  given.  Since  he  is  a  grandson 
of  Hyrum  Smith,  one  of  the  children  in  this  group,  an  "x"  is 
placed  in  front  of  Hyrum's  name  to  show  that  he  is  the  one  of 
the  children  who  is  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  family  representa- 
tive. 

The  foregoing  comments  will  show  that  extremely  great  care 
and  painstaking  consultation  of  original  records  are  required  to 
prepare  a  record  of  even  one  family  group  sheet  that  is  worthy 
of  acceptance  by  the  Lord. 

documentary   History   of   the   Church,    Vol.    7,   p.   470;    also   Journal 
History  of  the  Church  for  the  same  date. 

^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  5,  pages  1-3. 
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Photo  by  Leland  VanWagoner. 

READING  IN  A  ROCKER 
Other  things  helped,  too! 

THIS  morning  I  talked  with  a  shaken  businessman. 
He  picked  up  from  his  desk  a  magazine,  and 
turned  to  an  article.  He  explained  its  message, 
then  added:  "I  read  that  article  at  4  a.m.  It's  good 
you  can  do  some  things  when  you  can't  sleep." 

My  friend  continued  to  explain  why  his  had  been 
a  sleepless  night.  One  of  his  biggest  customers  the  day 
before  had  given  him  a  rough  time. 

Many  a  night  my  own  pillow  has  become  a  hard, 
grinding,  sleep-stealing  stone. 

What  do  you  do  to  relax  when  an  upset  or  pressure 
or  fatigue  descends? 

Some  time  ago  I  read  the  recipe  of  India's  prime 
minister.  Jawaharal  Nehru,  who  sleeps  on  a  string  bed 
when  he  is  not  driving  hard  on  affairs  of  state, 
stands  on  his  head!^  To  him,  the  stunt  is  not  a  mystic 
ritual.    It  is  a  practical  way  to  shake  off  fatigue. 

Bruce  Barton,  eminent  author  and  advertising  ex- 
ecutive, recalled  a  note  in  Sir  Henry  Lucy's  memoirs 
on  English  social  life.-  A  high-powered  dowager's 
seemingly  endless  energy  was  a  marvel  in  London. 
Among  the  explanations  for  her  vitality  was  that  once 
each  week  she  remained  in  bed  for  24  continuous  hours. 
Her  room  was  kept  completely  dark  and  quiet.  She 
arose  with  the  vigor  of  a  colt. 

Thomas  E.  Saxe,  Jr.,  a  Connecticut  business  leader, 
found  another  way  to  wave  off  weariness.  He  fell  into 
the  arms  of  a  rocking  chair.  While  still  in  his  forties, 
he  founded  the  "Sittin',  Starin'  'n'  Rockin'  Club."  It 
enrolled  members  from  Indonesia  to  England.  Among 
them  were  a  Supreme  Court  justice,  homemakers,  foot- 
ball coaches,  newsmen  and  others.  Mr.  Saxe  said  that 
rocking  improves  circulation,  and  he  quoted  an  emi- 
nent physician's  testimony  that  reading  in  a  rocker 
relaxes  muscles  and  generally  rests  the  body.^ 

John  Foster  Dulles  is  said  to  put  in  11  hard  hitting 
hours  at  his  desk  on  a  normal  day.  In  addition,  he 
traveled  more  than  200,000  miles  during  his  first  two 

^Time,  October  11,  1949,  pages  30-34. 
^Reader's  Digest,  November,  1949,  page  18. 
^Reader's  Digest,  May,  1954,  page  96. 
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years  as  America's  secretary  of  state.  His  plane  was 
a  busy  office.  On  flight,  it  is  said,  he  relieved  fatigue 
with  a  quick  nap.  In  Washington,  he  relaxed  in  a 
warm  bath  upon  arriving  home  from  the  office.  Before 
he  retired,  t&  curtains  had  been  completely  lowered 
on  the  problems  of  his  day.* 

There  are  many  ways,  apparently,  to  try  to  relax. 
A  prominent  man  in  our  town  soothes  his  soul  with  a 
record  player  and  classical  music.  A  secretary-home- 
maker  tells  me  she  gets  away  from  it  all  with  water 
skis.  Another  friend  uses  detective  stories. 

All  these  things  may  help.  But  I  keep  thinking  of 
a  man  I  know.  His  head  rests  erectly  high  on  his 
shoulders.  His  hair  has  the  pure  white  of  many  winters 
beyond  the  traditional  three  score  and  ten.  His  is  a 
rugged,  toil-lined  face.  It  is  the  face  of  a  leader.  It 
has  no  doubt  seen  many  disappointments,  tensions 
and  fatigues.  But  it  is  a  serene  face. 

It  seems  to  say,  silently  but  eloquently,  what  other 
men  who  have  learned  the  art  of  real  relaxation  would 
probably  say.  It  seems  to  say  that  there  are  deeper 
wells  of  youth— and  calm.    Some  of  them  are  these: 

The  inner  solace  that  comes  through  feeling  square 
with  the  world,  that  you  give  more  than  you  ask  for. 

The  power  of  knowing  genuine  day-by-day  com- 
panionship with  Him  whose  peace  "passeth  all  under- 
standing." 

The  strength  of  realizing  that  you  are  making  every 
effort  to  assist  in  building  His  kingdom  on  earth. 

There  are  but  three.   There  may  be  others. 

Tensions  will  weigh  on  my  business  friend  and  me 
again.  When  they  tug  at  me,  I  will  probably  resort 
to  my  favorite  way  of  trying  to  relieve  them:  a  long 
walk  in  the  night,  with  a  hope  there  are  stars  in  the  sky. 

But  as  I  look  up,  I  hope  I  can  remember  to  reach 
for  those  more  basic  requisites  of  real  relaxation.  They 
are  those  that  seem  to  keep  my  white-haired  friend's 
head  so  calmly  high. 

—Wendell }.  Ashton. 

^The  Saturday  Evening  Post,  May  28,  1955,  page  26. 


